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MV President’s Message
We have seen much activity at the museum over the past four months. MV guides started to
welcome international visitors back to the museum, including school groups and VIPs. MVF
completed training 5 new guides, 4 of whom are staying on in Malaysia.
The 2022 MV training programme had been approved in mid-April. Since then, the MV committee
had been working hard on new MV leaflets, posters and information briefings for our recruitment
drive. Our efforts had been facilitated by the news article featuring Museum Volunteers in the Star
Lifestyle section on 6th of May. Due to overwhelming response, MV information sessions this year
are by invitation only.
We are excited to resume our training programme from September. MV trainers would appreciate
the support from current MVs to conduct scheduled tours in English as trainees will be required to
follow at least 3 tours as part of their training and will also be choosing their potential mentors. We
encourage more MVs to return to the museum, in addition to the MVs who have been actively
guiding since January.
Our thanks to MV Librarian May Yau for managing our library over the years and handing over her
role to Lai Meng in preparation for September. We anticipate the MV library to be in full swing with
the new intake and so, we are grateful to MVs on the librarian roster too.
MVs are invited to collaborate with JMM staff from time to time. Jega served as a judge for an essay
competition while Dennis was a judge for a TikTok competition organised by Muzium Negara and the
Sik District Education Office in June.
I had the pleasure of sharing our experience as a voluntary organisation with 4 representatives from
the National Art Gallery, one month before they reopened their doors to the public. We are
privileged to be able to provide voluntary service to organisations as well as to the general public.
This is made possible with the support of JMM and the contribution of individual MVs. Let us each
do our part to move MV JMM forward post-pandemic.
Afidah Rahim

Muzium Negara Berbuka Puasa, 9/4/22
A wonderful evening of Buka Puasa with the Museum Staff with
Jamil’s leadership. And showing a lot of friendships during their
fasting month of Ramadan.
Wong Fui Min, B23
Min and I arrived at the external entrance of Muzium Negara, where
multi-coloured woven mats were neatly laid out for the guests ala
picnic style. Museum staff and their families had already taken their
spots on the mats and made themselves comfortable while waiting
for time to break fast. It was a fitting venue underneath the open
sky, with breathtaking views of Merdeka 118 tower and KL Sentral
complex.
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Along one side of this layout, two lines of tables were set up at the side for food and drinks. For
someone who has refrained from eating or drinking from the start of dawn, it was challenging not to
salivate looking at the rice, beef curry, spiced fried chicken, ulam-ulam (traditional salad), various
kuih (traditional dessert), and refreshing, cold drinks!
Min and I patiently waited as we chatted away while a
small band entertained us in the background.
As the blue sky turned to sunset orange, we took a
plate of food and drink and sat on a red woven mat
and crossed our legs comfortably. As soon as the
adzhan (call for prayer) was sung by one of the invited
guests, everyone started to ease their empty stomachs
and enjoyed the Ramadhan evening under the
pleasant night sky.
Ilani binti Mohammad Jamin, B32

Tour of the National Textile Museum by Anne Deguerry, 16/4/22

Chin Keat Yue (B28) has written a wonderful report on this for the MV Blog:
https://museumvolunteersjmm.com/2022/04/24/a-jaunt-to-the-national-textile-museum/

MV in Star Lifestyle, 6/5/22
Think you can be a museum guide? Join the Museum Volunteers
By ROUWEN LIN

Volunteer opportunities abound at Muzium Negara in Kuala
Lumpur. If you have a little extra time on your hands, you can make
a real difference with the Museum Volunteers team. Photo: The
Star/Izzrafiq Alias

https://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle/culture/2022/05/06/think-you-can-be-a-museum-guide-jointhe-museum-volunteers
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Launch of The Evolution of Nurse Uniform Exhibition, 12/5/22
This special exhibition was launched by the Director General of Health, Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham
Abdullah.

From left: Dato’ Pat Chia (B34); Deputy Director
of Nursing; etc
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Muzium Negara Raya Open House, 27/5/22
On 27th of May, 4 MVs attended the JMM Hari Raya open house. Each department had set up food
stalls and the Muzium Negara stall won the most creative prize. Dato Patricia Chia (B34), Faridah
Robiah Ismail (B32), Yoshimura-san (B31) and Afidah Rahim had the opportunity to network with the
guests while enjoying the delicious food.
Afidah Rahim
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MV Information Briefing, 31/5/22
After 2 years hiatus of MV training, no thanks to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the MV committee decided 2022
is the year to resume this training program. The first
info briefing session for this training program was
publicised through an article published in The Star
publications and the social media ie Facebook and
Instagram. The response was overwhelming. This was
the first time we introduced online registration to
attend the info briefing. We captured 86 registrations
before we closed our online registration. Even after
closing queries continued to flow in. 45 of the
registrants were then invited to attend the info briefing
on 31st May 2022 and 44 showed up. Attendees
included people of various nationalities. Apart from
French, Japanese and Korean, we had people from
Hong Kong, Vietnam, Tunisia and Canada as well.

On the day of the briefing (which took place at the Discovery Room), Afidah Rahim (B28) started off
with a welcome speech after which Chen Poh Leng (B24) shared the presentation of what it takes to
be and means to be a museum volunteer. Other MV trainers such as Lim Ee Lin (B21), Eric Lim (B28),
Nancy Cheah (B30), Young Ju Quellen (B28) then briefly introduced themselves. Besides them, other
MVs such as Debbie Perkins (B36), Sibilla de Courtils (B33)and David Kang (B33) were also in
attendance and assisted that day. The session ended with fellow MVs bringing the attendees to the
MV room in small groups.
After the briefing, the attendees received the link
to electronically fill up the application form. So far,
18 were received for Tuesday class and 12 for
Saturday class. 3 have already paid and secured
spots. The rest need to pay up latest by 6th August
to secure their training spots.
Come 6th August, another 2 more info briefing
sessions will take place. One in the morning at 10am and another at 2pm.
Chen Poh Leng, B24
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Visitors from ADMAL Aviation College, 1/6/22
30 students & 3 teachers from ADMAL Aviation College visited on 1 June and were guided by Lam Lai
Meng (B33) & Dato’ Pat Chia (B34).
“Each of us guided 15 students accompanied by three lecturers. Many of the students are pursuing
their diploma with further studies if they wish to pursue specialised skills eg to become a pilot or
aviation engineer or technician. Their visit to the museum was a first for many of them. One
overheard comment was that it was more interesting than their history lessons.”
Dato’ Pat Chia, B34

VIP visitors from Tanzania, 9/6/22
On 9 June after several postponements, 4
VIPs from the Tanzania Parliament visited.
They came on a study visit of Muzium Negara
for the purpose of setting up their
Parliamentary Museum. After discussions
with JMM officials, they were given a guided
tour by Lam Lai Meng.
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Visitors from TAC Education Centre, 10/6/22

As requested by Mr. Yee Chun Wah (B27, Head of School Programme), I took part in the guiding for a
junior group of 30 ages 5-12 from TAC Education Centre from Klang. The other MVs were Nancy
Cheah (B30) & Leong Chee Keong (B34). I took the youngest group, 5-7 year olds, assisted by 2
teachers. Actually guiding little kids is very simple but need to be very tactful. All of them may not be
very interested to know dates or facts or even bother to read the historical facts! Simple facts need
to be told in simple children stories but with some sweets in my pockets, it's easy enough to hold
their attention with a reward of a sweet to the right answer to questions thrown in. It is quite
interesting with the innocent questions from their curious minds knowing they may also be
rewarded for any questions asked. Another interesting guiding adventure completed by 2 hours.
Jean Leong, B32

Visitors from National Heritage Board of Singapore, 7/7/22
I was overwhelmed with mixed feelings when I was requested to guide visitors from the National
Heritage Board of Singapore. I felt honoured but apprehensive and pressured at the same time
especially when I have not guided for a long while, no thanks to the Covid-19 pandemic. I pulled
myself together and on the day before the tour, I did some revision to be better prepared.
I was relieved when I finally met the visitors. They were a friendly lot and made me feel at ease. One
of JMM’s curators accompanied us as I guided the visitors. They explained that they operate 9
museums and heritage institutions in Singapore. They are :
1. Asian Civilisation Musuem
2. Changi Chapel and Museum
3. Children’s Museum Singapore
4. Indian Heritage Centre
5. Malay Heritage Centre
6. National Museum of Singapore
7. Peranakan Museum
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8. Reflections of Bukit Chandu
9. Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall
Based on my visit to some of these sites, I have much respect and admiration of the Board. I desire
to visit the rest of the institutions operated by them I have yet to visit. I hope to be able to do so
with my fellow MVs, just like before.
Just before they departed, the usual customary group photo was taken at the staircase in the main
lobby. Then visitors were also presented with gifts from JMM to commemorate this visit and they
warmly invited us to visit the sites that they operate.
Chen Poh Leng, B24

Visitors from Melbourne Business School, 11/7/22
70 visitors from the Melbourne Business School were taken on a tour by V Jegatheesan (B21), Lim Ee
Lin (B21), Yee Chun Wah (B27), Wong Fui Min (B23), KC Yong (B24), Lam Lai Meng (B33), Dato’ Pat
Chia (B34) & Leong Chee Keong (B34). Thank you all for handling this big job! Feels like the old times
are coming back.
“When Yee asked me to help be one of the guides for the visit of the Melbourne Business School, on
July 11th, I accepted with some trepidation. I still felt cautious. After all, the limitations on
movement had only just been lifted following over two years of the Covid 19 pandemic. I had
avoided moving about in public and meeting anyone except when absolutely necessary, socializing
only with the closest family and doing my walks in quiet neighbourhoods. But living in a great age of
technology and social media, it was easy to get through. All the same, I felt it was time to start
moving about and meeting people and getting back to guiding and other museum activities. And so
it was that on that day, I instantly put myself into a crowd of some 65 visitors. With 9 of these
visitors, I began my tour. A slow start but soon it was as though I did not miss anything. Admittedly,
while speaking, I had to have a quick glance at the information boards in the vitrines for some dates!
But it is good to be back and we all hope that things will only continue to get better with so many
activities to come.”
V Jegatheesan, B21
“A total of 70 students together with their course Coordinator were divided into smaller groups,
guided by 7 MVs. My group had one student who commented that his grandfather was one of the 6
survivors out of 2,000 POWs of the Ranau Death March Railway, during the Second World War. He
recalled stories of his grandfather's War experience spent in then Malaya and Sabah.”
Dato’ Pat Chia, B34
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No photo of Yee Chun Wah because he is
usually the main organizer & cameraman!
Thank you very much, Yee.

Visitors from BAKAT Wives, 14/7/22
Thank you Lam Lai Meng (B33) for doing this last minute tour. Afidah got the request at 7.30am for a
11.30am tour.
On 14 July, 14 wives from Badan Kebajikan Keluarga Angkatan Tentera Darat (BAKAT) (Armed Forces
Family Welfare Organization) visited Muzium Negara. They were given a guided tour by Lam Lai
Meng.
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Visitors from SEAMOA SPAFA, 20/7/22
Thank you to Dato’ Pat Chia (B34) for undertaking this short notice tour request for 2
representatives from SEAMOA SPAFA Thailand - Mrs Somlak Charoenpot, Centre Director, & Mr Ean
Lee, Consultant. SEAMEO SPAFA, Regional Centre for Archaeology and Fine Arts, is part of the
Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization (SEAMEO), an international organization
dedicated to promoting co-operation in education, science and culture in Southeast Asia.
“The Thai Council Member commented that museums should all have volunteers like the Malaysian
National Museum.”
Dato’ Pat Chia, B34
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MV French Update
The French group have been very active the last few months up till their usual exodus to France for
the summer holidays. They conducted a French training programme from 16 November 2021 to 19
April 2022. 6 trainees started, 5 completed but 1 has regrettably left.
The French expatriate group is always in a state of flux with comings and goings. Sadly, MVF’s long
time anchor, Danie Picot (B12) returned to France for good in May (see below) leaving Marie Andree
Abt (B20) to hold the fort. Another very active and valuable member, Anne Deguerry, also left
Malaysia. We thank them for their wonderful contributions to MV.
There were 2 visits from the French International School during this period, once in May and once in
June.
More thrilling was a visit by Ambassador of France to Malaysia on 12 April. Danie Picot and Marie
Andree Abt guided the 4 VIPs:
1. H.E. Mr. Roland Galharague, The Ambassador of France to Malaysia
2. Mrs. Emmanuelle Marchand, Counsellor for Cooperation and Cultural Affairs
3. Mrs Violaine Dupic, The Director of Alliance Française
4. Ms. Asma Manssouri, The Cultural Coordinator

I am reporting this as an external party. Please forgive any errors!
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MV Japanese Update
-Japanese guided-tours now twice a week! –
Effective 1 July 2022, MVJ newly added every Friday to our guiding
schedule, making Japanese tours twice a week – Friday & Saturday. This
was another step forward to the process of normalization for all MVJ
guides. On the first Friday of July, two guides were anxiously waiting for
visitors near the entrance of the museum, however, to their
disappointment, none was reported to have appeared. Nevertheless,
our expectations remain high towards the end of the month when the
information on additional dates is expected to be widely disseminated.
The relaxation of MCO rules by the Malaysian government, allowing an
open gate to foreign tourists from 1 July will also be a big driving force to bring back travellers to our
museum. We need to be a little more patient.
According to MVJ’s own statistics up to June 2022, the majority of Japanese visitors comprises
residents in Malaysia, including expatriates and their families, students and MM2H visa holders.
Below is our data on the visitors for whom MVJ guides conducted tours. The difference from the
figures of the museum is possibly caused by non-recording on either one of the two register books.

Japanese visitors
( of which tourists)

January

February

March

April

May

June

17
(0)

25
(0)

16
(0)

13
(0)

16
(0)

14
(2)

-Knowledge shared from overseas –
1. Mr. Masayuki Miura, a senior MVJ guide temporarily staying in Japan
now introduced an interesting video titled “Miracle Mosque”. This
mosque, the oldest in Japan and known as “Kobe Muslim Masjid”, was
built in Kitano-cho district of Kobe in 1935 by donations from different
nationalities then living in Kobe. it survived uncountable disasters
including deadly floods, WWII bombing and devastating earthquakes
which hit this international port city in 1938, 1945 and 1995
respectively. Today, it remains a place of worship for many Muslims in
and around Kobe. Fellow guides are advised to visit it as it is open to
the public.
2. Mr. Hiroyuki Yamamoto, former associate professor of Kyoto University, Japan, and a
regular lecturer for MVJ in the past, held a talk titled “Forget-me-not 2022” for the Japan
Association for Malaysia Studies (JAMAS) on 24 July in Kyoto. Also invited on-line were
overseas members such as MVJ to pay a tribute to the late award-winning Malaysian
movie director, Yasmin Ahmad (1958-2009), actress, Adibah Noor and actor, Jid Murad
both of who played important roles in Yasmin’s movies and died this year. His talk
12 | P a g e
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included screening of three serial movies by Yasmin, i.e., “Sepet”
(2004), “Gubra”(2006) and “Mukhsin”( 2006). In this series, two
lovers, a Chinese boy and a Malay girl from totally different
background cope with family and social pressures faced by
multi-ethnic and multicultural societies such as Malaysia. Mr.
Yamamoto highly evaluated Yasmin’s realistic approach to the
problems inherent in such a society rather without explicit
explanations, thus enabling individual viewers to interpret on their
own the meaning of the words and scenes in the movies. He
informed us that her “Talentime” (2009) was also broadcast on TV in
June, and gained much popularity in Japan. The title of his talk,
“Forget-me-not 2022” was named after Yasmin’s last movie, “Forgetme-not” which was never completed because of her sudden death in
2009.

Mariko Maruyama, B25

MV Korean Update
From February we resumed our guided tour in Korean language, The number of Korean visitors
increased more and more. We noticed that the people started to travel abroad as this terrible COVID
19 time gradually declined...
Since July, every Tuesday and Thursday one guide has been assuming the tour but for the 2nd and
3rd Saturday of the month 2 guides have been on duty; each guide has around 8 people. We are
now enforcing to welcome the school holiday visitors coming from Korea in August.
MVK is very happy of the result of the 1st information meeting for the MV training programme for
2022 held on May 31st and expecting the 2nd one which will be held on August 6th as successful as
the 1st one. MVK hopes to train this year at least 10 new guides.
Among the various MVK projects, there is to prepare a Korean guided tour at IAMM. As most
Koreans are curious about the Malaysian history, they will probably appreciate to benefit from
Korean guided tours to understand better about Islam which is quite complicated for North Asian
communities.
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Our 9 MVK members’ first visit at IAMM was on
June 13th. We were very kindly guided by Mrs.
Nurul who is Deputy Head Curatorial Affairs Dept.
Fortunately, there was an on going exhibition about
“14 dynasties and a region: the history and culture
of the Muslim world”. It was a good opportunity to
understand about Islam in general view throughout
the art.
Our 2nd visit is scheduled at the end of August with
the curator of the permanent exhibition at IAMM.
We don’t know when the Korean guided
tour will be available at IAMM and we
don’t know how it would work within the
IAMM organisation, but MVK continue to
make sure we will be ready to guide
Korean visitors.
MVK had an “end of school year dinner”
at Little Heritage House on June 25th. We
enjoyed very much Nyonya meal which
was followed by a lot of talks...
Have a wonderful summer and take care
of yourselves.
Young Ju Quelen, B28

MV Mandarin Update
MV Mandarin, similar to MV French, MV Korean and MV Japanese, was finally formed in June 2022.
There are several MVs who are much more comfortable guiding in Mandarin. These MVs from batch
36 were keen to set up this group of common interest. Foo Win Yang, from batch 36, agreed to step
up and lead this group. She majored in Chinese studies in University Malaya, hence, has a strong
command in the language. At the moment, there are eight members in this group. For starters, they
will assist by in training (where trainees prefer to do their oral presentations in Mandarin) as well as
ad hoc requests for Mandarin guiding. When the number is bigger, they may introduce regular
Mandarin tours. From now on, should there be any request for Mandarin guiding, the request shall
be forwarded to Win Yang who will coordinate with the MV Mandarin group.
Chen Poh Leng, B24
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Library Update
In June, Lam Lai Meng (B33) took over from May Yau (B23) as the Head Librarian.
We thank May Yau for her long service. She joined MV in 2014 and has been looking after the MV
Library since 2015. May has maintained the Library to a very professional standard with a
methodical library catalogue system. Her persistence in following up on outstanding books has
resulted in negligible book losses.
We also thank the MVs who helped in the Library team and also those who continue to volunteer Julie Chang (B24), Mariea Selan (B24), Rachel Then (B26), Elena Shim (B28), Helen Tee (B32), Jean
Leong (B32) & Fong Mun Hong (B32). Apologies to the ones who have helped out in the past and not
named. Thank you to you all!

1. joined MV training 2014? Batch 23 wanting to learn
more about the history of Malaysia
2. joined Librarian Comm until 2022
3. decide to quit and resume travelling
4. enjoyed her time at MV with like-minded individuals
5. need to spend time with her 3 yo ‘hairy’ daughter too
Thank thank thank everyone.
May Yau, B23

Farewell & Appreciation Lunch for Danie Picot & Maganjeet Kaur, 26/4/22
In April, the MV Committee bid
a sad farewell to 2 members
who have served for a very long
time. During a lunch at the Tang
Room on 26 April, the
Committee presented
appreciation gifts on behalf of
MV.
Puan Roslelawati bt. Abdullah,
Chief Assistant Director, and
Encik Mohd Jamil bin Haron,
Curator, travelled from Muzium
Negara all the way to Tang
Room, Petaling Jaya, to present
certificates of “much
appreciation” (“setinggi- tinggi
penghargaan”) to Danie and
Magan.
Danie Picot joined Batch 12 in
2010 and has been the anchor
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person of MV French since then. Through her passion and enthusiasm for MV and Malaysian history
and culture, she has recruited an army of French people to join MV. Danie and husband, Jean Yves,
have returned to France. She says she will miss the exciting life in Malaysia, but we will miss her
more and her “joie de vivre”.
Maganjeet Kaur also joined Batch 12 in 2010. Karen Loh and Jegatheesan have written a fitting
appreciation of Magan in the last issue of Screamer. I can only add that Magan’s 360 degree career
change has amazed me. A self trained historian, author, editor, blogger, photographer, etc etc! MV
feels the loss of Magan deeply. The most immediate impact is MV Blog has fallen asleep since she
left.

Statistics
Malaysia reopened its borders to all international tourists on 1 April
2022 after 2 years of closure. Many Covid restrictions were also
relaxed in April. The visitor numbers show a growing trend from May.
Total visitors dipped in April because of puasa but that did not affect
the numbers guided by MVs which experienced a Korean wave surge
in April! Schools started visiting again in June.
Visitors for MV Tours:

ENGLISH
FRENCH
JAPANESE
KOREAN
MALAY
CHINESE
TOTAL

JAN
FEB
MAR
APR
MAY
JUN
DOMESTIC DOMESTIC DOMESTIC DOMESTIC DOMESTIC DOMESTIC
18
26
20
28
27
66
11
17
21
23
8
7
31
35
17
7
16
26
0
12
47
112
70
70
0
0
0
0
0
25
0
0
0
0
0
0
60
90
105
170
121
194

JUN
SCHOOL
30
71

101

JAN-JUN
TOTAL
215
158
132
311
25
0
841

Total Visitors to Muzium Negara:

MALAYSIANS
STUDENTS
FOREIGNERS
IN/OUT REACH
TOTAL
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JAN
12,972
6
432
13,410

FEB
13,764
454
14,218

MAR
10,451
3
487
10,941

APR
4,315
1,047
5,362

MAY
11,640
47
1,844
13,531

JUN
20,913
336
2,397
23,646
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MV Focus
Our speaker was from the pool of one of our favourite speaker, Shaiful Shahidan, the archaeologist
from USM. He was invited to share his findings from his PHD dissertation, namely “ Guar Kepah” in
Seberang Prai. Good to know a little more of this young speaker. Shaiful was an ASTS Fellow for
Global Archaeological Research USM and also a recipient of the Eramus Mundus Scholarship under
the European Commission (both very prestigious scholarships for bright young Asian students). He
has been involved in archaeological research for the past 15 years covering extensive fieldwork for
Georgetown Word Heritage sites, including Fort Cornwallis and Sia Boey.
About 41 MVs joined the MV Focus Webinar
via zoom for this talk. Guar Kepah is mounts
of shell midden from deposits of shellfish
(lala or clams) for consumption, some found
to be as high as 25 feet! It was formerly used
as refuse grounds or landfill but in the past it
was used as burial grounds. Guar Kepah has
gone through almost 171 years of research
since its first work done by the British in
1851. Later, part of the area was even leased
out to farmers. On this TOL plot leased to
one Ho Ah Kow for the past 30 years, new
shell middens were discovered. In 2017,
skeletal remain of a betel chewing female
aged about 41 years old was uncovered
buried in an extended position with stone
tools and shells. She was named “Penang
Woman”.
To know more of the archaeological findings
in Guar Kepah, a new gallery is dedicated to
the hard work of past and present
archaeologists. The target date of opening is
2025. Right now one can view the
“makeshift” gallery that is open to the public.
Visit Sahabat Arkeologi for details.
Hani Abdullah, B30

Shell Midden in Guar Kepah
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New Pieces on the Blog @ museumvolunteersjmm.com
“Magna Carta” by Stuart Wakefield, 11/4/22
“A Jaunt to the National Textile Museum” by Chin Keat Yue, 24/4/22
“Museums in Malaysia” by Maganjeet Kaur, 31/5/22

Upcoming & Ongoing Events
6 August 2022: Information Session
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Miscellaneous
http://museumvolunteersjmm.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Museum-Volunteers-Department-of-Museums-Malaysia
https://www.instagram.com/museumvolunteersjmm/
https://www.facebook.com/nationalmuseumkl
http://www.jmm.gov.my/en/museum/muzium-negara
http://www.muziumnegara.gov.my/
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