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Dear MVs, 
 
I hope that you are all keeping safe and healthy. 
 
Pandemic Fatigue -  July is upon us and half the year has 
flown by rather quickly. Nothing much has changed except 
going through different stages of lockdown. As we enter the 
fourth week of a full lockdown (FMCO), the sense of 
frustration is real. Our freedom to move about or travel 
continue to be curbed with over 5,000 new Covid cases 
daily. Hopefully by the time you read this, we will have 
lesser numbers. This prolonged lockdown may have taken 
its toll on some of you. I hope that you keep your spirits up, 
mentally and physically.  
 
Have you been vaccinated? Phase 2 of the Covid-19 
Immunisation programme was finally launched in April 
starting with senior citizens. The additional AstraZeneca 
vaccine boosted the vaccine rollout to those who registered 
for it. As of 21 June, 2021 the Covid-19 Vaccine Supply 
Access Guarantee Special Committee (JKJAV) reported that 
12.9% of the population have received their first dose. The 
target is 80% to achieve herd immunity by the end of this 
year.  
 
Losing a museum friend - JMM lost one of their directors to Covid recently. Encik Samsol Sahar was 
the director of the Ethnology of the Malay World Museum before he passed away. I met Samsol in 
2003. He was head of the Maritime team then and was very passionate about shipwrecks. We kept 
in touch over the years, even when he was posted to different departments within JMM. I will miss 
seeing him at the museum, his friendship and humour. Rest in Peace, Samsol.   
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New Instagram account - Have you checked out our new Instagram account? Here’s the link if you 
haven’t - https://www.instagram.com/museumvolunteersjmm/. We certainly needed a younger MV 
to do this! The postings look fun and trendy. Plus, some are interactive too. Thanks Dennis Ong, for 
volunteering. 
 

 
 
What’s next? Batches 34, 35 & 36 completed their training programme in December 2019 and 
mentorship programme in June 2020. I am so sorry that they have not had their graduation 
ceremony yet though their tags were issued in April this year. This was when we resumed guiding in 
English and French for two days a week, until another lockdown in May. I don’t think we will resume 
guiding anytime soon this year. A survey will be conducted again before we roll out the duty rosters. 
The past few months also saw a few MVs leaving Malaysia. Due to uncertainties brought about by 
the pandemic, many have left to return home (including a few from B34, 35 & 36 who will not get a 
chance to attend their graduation ceremony!) while a few have relocated because of work. We are 
not sure when we can return to a new normal but until then, hang in there everybody. We will get 
through this difficult period together. Do reach out to any of our committee members if you want to 
chat or wish to keep busy by helping out in Research or Focus. You can read more about what we 
have been up to below and in this article: 
https://museumvolunteersjmm.com/2021/05/18/volunteering-at-the-museum-during-the-covid-19-
pandemic 
 
Please take good care of yourself and your family.  
 
 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Karen Loh 
President, MV JMM 
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What is happening with the MVs? 

MV Focus Webinars 
 
Thank you to Hani Abdullah and Debbie 
Perkins for organizing a Focus Webinar 
every month. 
 
 

Video Conferencing for MV 
Focus Talk 
By Hani Abdullah 
 
The pandemic has not just brought out ”writing juices” of some MVs but also turned many MVs into 
video conferencing experts.  Some of us might not have even heard of Zoom, Teams or Webex.  We 
assume those were for working folks in meetings only, and we are totally “safe” keeping our interest 
in and around the museum’s historical facts and artifacts.  But then Covid-19 changed everything. 
 
Zoom reported that the videoconferencing platform has grown from 10 million daily participants to 
300 million by April 2021.  We the MVs contributed to a tiny percentage of that!  
 
When organizing our first talk in July 2020, Focus Team’s job was not too complicated.  Just get the 
speakers and register the participants and be at the studio.  We had help from IT experts at the JMM 
IT Department.  As usual for the first few webinars via Skype, we faced the usual problems of MVs 
getting online.   Still it was trouble free for us as the JMM IT team was skilful and helpful.   
 
Then came Wave 2 of the pandemic, we were locked down at home.  We had to quickly learn how to 
organize the talks without the help of IT folks from JMM.  Our first zoom from home was held in 
November 2020.  Being new to zoom and just before the first zoom Focus session, I remembered 
parking myself in between my daughter who was WFH and my two under-12 grandnieces who were 
having their online classes. These three were my backup IT experts.  I also took lessons from our very 
helpful speaker on how to host a zoom session.  Now looking back, those were truly agonizing 
moments for me. 

 
Many months has past and we have hosted a full 
year of talks via webinars.   Now we get to meet and 
invite speakers from abroad and when otherwise, we 
could not afford to fly and board them up just for a 
talk.  I also parked myself in my own favorite spot at 
home, away from those three ever-busy IT experts. 
Truly, I find hosting Focus Talks via video 
conferencing, an unforeseen gift of this pandemic. 
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6 January 2021 
 
Dr Nasha Rodziadi Khaw is a lecturer 
at the Centre for Global 
Archaeological Research, University 
Science Malaysia. He has published a 
number of books and research 
papers in the field of archaeology 
especially regarding the ancient city-
states of Kedah Tua (Ancient Kedah).   
 
We "met" him over the air when he 
was interviewed by a radio station.  
 
Dr Nasha’s talk zeroed into the 
social-political economics of Ancient 
Kedah. 
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4 February 2021 
 
Dato' Dr Dionysius Sharma is a PhD 
holder in Conservation Biology from 
the University of Kent. Dr Dino 
retired as Chairman of World Wild 
Fund Malaysia WWF in 2018.  He is 
also an Environmental Consultant, 
and Advisor to Green Growth Asia 
Foundation.  
 
Dr Dino spoke about the recent 
archaeological findings from sunken 
vessels found in Pahang River and 
Pulau Melaka.  He is currently 
heading the research projects at 
both sites.   
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18 March 2021 
 
Retired High Court Judge David 
Alfred shared with us his personal 
experiences of "The Malayan 
Emergency" and on how the war 
was won by the British Malaya 
Government. 
 
The Malayan Emergency or Darurat 
Malaya in Bahasa Malaysia was a 
guerilla war fought over attempts 
by the Communist forces to make 
this country a socialist party.  
Gruesome killings and chaos within 
the country spanned more than 12 
years.  
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10 April 2021 
 
Mohamad Sherman Shauffi is a 
curator with the Department of 
Sarawak Museum.  Sherman is an 
expert in both land and maritime 
archaeology.  He has spent more 
than 10 years working in Sarawak.   
 
Sherman walked us through his 
amazing work at Gua Niah and some 
other archaeological sites in 
Sarawak. 
 
He also enabled us to join him on his 
amazing drive from America’s West 
to East coast via Route 66 to collect 
and repatriate Gua Niah’s 40,000 
year old human bones. They arrived 
home just before the Covid 
pandemic struck! 
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7 May 2021 
 
Edric Ong is an architect by training. 
He has designed several landmarks 
such as the Sarawak Cultural Village 
and the Kuching International Airport 
in Sarawak, East Malaysia.  
 
His interest in the heritage of his 
country led him to write several books 
eg. Sarawak Style, Pua-Kumbu-Iban 
Textiles; Woven Dreams-Ikat Textiles 
of Sarawak.   
 
He is a noted speaker at international 
conferences, an award-winning 
artisan, a curator of international 
exhibitions and a fashion designer.  
 
Edric shared with us a subject which 
he is passionate with, that is the Iban 
Weavers of Sarawak and ikat, the 
Sarawak Iban woven textile.   
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7 June 2021 
 
Wilbert Wen is a PhD candidate at the 
Australian National University's School 
of History.  
 
A native of Kuantan, Malaysia, Wilbert 
was interested in history from a young 
age, “sejarah” being his strongest 
subject in high school besides English. 
Wilbert’s journey as a professional 
historian began at the University of 
Otago, Dunedin, New Zealand, where 
he graduated with first class honours in  
BA History in 2014.  In 2016, Wilbert 
was awarded the Lee Kong Chian 
Research Fellowship by the National 
Library Board, Singapore.  
 
Wilbert spoke about "Colonialism and 
the Historical Invention of Malaya and 
Tanah Melayu" and analysed the role 
of administrators & historians, in 
particular Sir Richard Olaf Winstedt. 
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Musing on Muzings 
By Maganjeet Kaur 

 
 
Research Team 
 
We have received the dummy print for Muzings 2021. Some 
adjustments are needed but, overall, it is looking good. Our 
focus for this issue was on the seas and, when you get your 
copy, we hope you will be riveted with the diversity of our 
topics. We are now busy working on Muzings 2022 and, 
with this issue we may have bitten off quite a bit. We are 
exploring the rainforest, a topic most of us are not very 
familiar with but we think we will be able to chew it all up 
and keep you enthralled with tales from the forest. 
 
 
 
 
If that is not enough to keep us busy, we have embarked on 
a new series for the blog – A to Z at Muzium Negara – that 
explores the lesser- talked-about objects at the museum. 
An article representing an alphabet will be published every 
Monday at 9am (maybe a bit late-lah sometimes), with non-
A-Z articles interspersed. When better days are with us 
again, we hope you will go treasure hunting at the museum 
and tick-off all the items on the A-Z list (we are intentionally 
not mentioning their exact locations). 
 
 
 

 
 
While on the topic of the blog, Eric Lim has been working single-
handedly on another series, A Very Rough Guide to (town). 
Anyone is welcome to contribute to this series, start a new series 
of your own or write a blog article. Just drop an email to the 
contact listed at the end of this newsletter. Alvin Chua has written 
on his favourite stories from the Sejarah Melayu; you may have 
read a couple of his stories on the blog. These are currently being 
illustrated by Anissa Razali, a talented young artist and they will be 
compiled into an e-booklet. Do look out for it on the blog in the 
July/August timeframe. 
 
Stay safe! 
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Muzings team has invited speakers to give presentations on various topics around the Forest theme. 
Zoom talks held this year so far: 
 

 
 
Topic: Rock Art of Southeast Asia 
Date: Monday 24 May, 10.30am 
Speaker: Dr. Noel Hidalgo Tan from SEAMEO-SPAFA in Bangkok.  
He has done extensive research on cave paintings around South East Asia and has documented 640 
paintings just in Gua Tambun! 
 

 
 
Topic: Forest Restoration: Perspectives from Sabah 
Date: Monday 14 June 2021, 10am 
Speaker: Marcel Djama 
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facebook.com/nationalmuseumkl 
 
The National Museum / Muzium Negara has quite an active FB page. 
Do check it out. They run contests (with prizes!), talks and 
demonstrations with postings nearly every day. 
 
MVs have participated in their programme “Artifak Pilihan”, a 
programme to discover a variety of interesting artifacts. 

 
Mun Heong was on 20 April 
and Anne Grace on 4 May: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Book Deal for Rose Gan -  'The Penang Chronicles' 

 
 

 
Fantastic news! MV Rose Gan is publishing a series of books! 
 
Rose Gan has a book deal for a series of novels based around the life and times of Francis Light and 
Martinha Rozells. The series is to be called 'The Penang Chronicles' and Book I 'Dragon', is due for 
release worldwide on November 15th.  Book II is 'Pearl' and scheduled for 2022. The third volume 
'Emporium' is in the planning stages and will probably be ready for 2023. 
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New Pieces on the Blog @ museumvolunteersjmm.com 

1. “The Importance of Taking Children to Museums” by Melissa Pereira, 14/12/20 
2. “Bukit Kutu a.k.a Treacher’s Hill” by Eric Lim, 28/12/21 
3. “Exhibition: Pandemic, Epidemic and Endemic”, 5/1/21 
4. “Was Bujang Valley a Kingdom?” by Marie-Adree Abt, 13/1/21 
5. “A Very Rough Guide to MANTIN” by Eric Lim, 26/1/21 
6. “Through the Loops: Forts at Gallery C” by Grazia Daminelli, 8/2/21 
7. “Central Illuminations of Malay Qurans” by Afidah Rahim, 21/2/21 
8. “A Very Rough Guide To BROGA” by Eric Lim, 8/3/21 
9. “Tales from the Malay Annals: The Sultan Who Went Undercover” by Alvin Chua, 19/3/21 
10. “A Very Rough Guide to Rawang” by Eric Lim, 3/4/21 
11. “Tales from the Malay Annals: The Wisdom of Tun Perak” by Alvin Chua, 19/4/21 
12. “A Very Rough Guide To Tanjong Malim” by Eric Lim, 5/5/21 
13. “Tribute to Cikgu Lee” by Eric Lim, 11/5/21 
14. “Taking the AstraZeneca Vaccine” by Karen Loh, 15/5/21 
15. “Volunteering at the Museum during the Covid-19 Pandemic” by Karen Loh, 18/5/21 
16. “A Very Rough Guide to Dengkil” by Eric Lim, 22/5/21 
17. “Shooting Birds: What one Museum Volunteer does during the Covid-19 Pandemic” by V. 

Jegatheesan, 29/5/21 
18. “A Very Rough Guide to Jenjarom” by Eric Lim, 6/6/21 
19. “Where in Muzium Negara : A is for Abdul Rahman Limbong” by Maganjeet Kaur, 14/6/21 
20. “Where in Muzium Negara: B is for Buddhagupta” by Maganjeet Kaur, 21/6/21 
 

Eric Lim has started a very useful, very amazing, “Very Rough Guide” 
to small towns in Malaysia. Get ready to visit when the district and 
state borders are open! Please write about your kampung or 
backyard or favourite place and add to this series. 
 

• “A Very Rough Guide to MANTIN” by Eric Lim, 26/1/21 

• “A Very Rough Guide to BROGA” by Eric Lim, 8/3/21 

• “A Very Rough Guide to Rawang” by Eric Lim, 3/4/21 

• “A Very Rough Guide to Tanjong Malim” by Eric Lim, 5/5/21 

• “A Very Rough Guide to Dengkil” by Eric Lim, 22/5/21 

• “A Very Rough Guide to Jenjarom” by Eric Lim, 6/6/21 
 

 
Another fascinating series is “Tales from the Malay Annals” by Alvin Chua. 
More episodes Akan Datang! 
 

• “Tales from the Malay Annals: The Sultan Who Went Undercover” by 
Alvin Chua, 19/3/21 

• “Tales from the Malay Annals: The Wisdom of Tun Perak” by Alvin 
Chua, 19/4/21 
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A third series just started by the indefatigable Magan is 
“Where in Muzium Negara”. She wants A to Z! One 
alphabet a week! Please do contribute. 
 

• “Where in Muzium Negara : A is for Abdul Rahman 
Limbong” by Maganjeet Kaur, 14/6/21 

• “Where in Muzium Negara: B is for Buddhagupta” 
by Maganjeet Kaur, 21/6/21 
 
 
 
 

 

Only Good Reasons to Leave Home! 

To get Vaccinated!  
 

Miscellaneous  

BLOG: Please do contribute to our MV blog. Send your articles to Maganjeet Kaur at 
magan25@gmail.com 
PHOTOS: Taken any must-share photos of artefacts or people lately? Send them to Karen Loh at 
karenllc@gmail.com with a short description and we will post them up. 
 
http://museumvolunteersjmm.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/Museum-Volunteers-Department-of-Museums-Malaysia 
https://www.instagram.com/museumvolunteersjmm/ 
 
https://www.facebook.com/nationalmuseumkl  
http://www.jmm.gov.my/en/museum/muzium-negara 
http://www.muziumnegara.gov.my/ 
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