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Dear Mvs,
I hope that you are all keeping well and safe.
As excited as I was at the beginning of 2020, I am now glad to see the end of it. 2020 was supposed
to be an exciting and eventful year. I was looking forward to going to the Olympics in Tokyo, the Euro
Championship, the Hay Festival of Literature & Arts in Wales and attending my eldest son’s
graduation ceremony. On our MV side, we were planning on several workshops for all Mvs in
September & October instead of the usual training programme. The plan was to conduct 2-day
workshops every week around museum artefacts, culture and history. Needless to say, all of this did
not happen.
The Movement Control Order or better known as MCO began on 18 March, 2020. No one expected
that we will still be in some sort of movement control until today. With our guided tours suspended,
no school visits, no Focus trips to other museums and training programme cancelled for the year,
there was not much going on except for the members in the Research Team and Focus Team. Thank
you to all in the Research Team, especially Magan and Rose, for your enthusiasm and hard work the
past year. You can read the team’s articles in Muzings Issue 1 & 2. Muzings Issue 1, was published in
July. Muzings Issue 2 will hopefully be published in 2021.
I also wish to thank Hani and Debbie, our Focus event organisers who have been very active since
July, making sure we have a speaker every month. Though presenting online is new for our speakers,
I think they all did very well. The topics presented were interesting, well researched and informative.
However, a few of our speakers have said that speaking in front of a computer screen is too quiet
and presenting to an in-person audience is definitely preferred. Nevertheless, if there is one skill we
all learnt this year, is how to use video-conferencing/webinar platforms like Zoom, Skype, Teams,
WhatsApp, etc.
The Mvs have recorded a one-hour guided tour in four languages i.e.; English, French, Japanese, &
Korean recently. You can find these tours on JMM’s and MV’s FB page. Appreciation to our guides
who had to brace themselves in front of the camera: Ilani, Mun Hong, Hilde, Sibilla, Yuni, Chloe J,
Chloe Y, Na Hyun, Eun Kyung, Chiami, Takashi, Seiko, and Kazumi.
Sadly, we lost one of our members, Chan Yow Wai in
November. I remember Yow Wai as a friendly and helpful
man, always with a ready smile. He was a leader in his
community, an active member in other organisations, and
helped raise funds for many charity events. RIP Yow Wai. We
will miss you.
Last but not least, I wish next year to be a different one, that
all of us can resume our museum activities in-person and feel
safe going out again. Merry Christmas and to a pandemicfree 2021 everybody. Stay safe.
With best wishes for the new year,
Karen Loh
President, Museum Volunteers
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What is happening with the MVs?
This will be the last Screamer for 2020. Screamer is
usually issued after a Committee Meeting and this
year we have not had our usual monthly meetings.
Since the MCO began on 18 March 2020, the MV
Committee have met twice virtually. There have
been smaller sub-meetings both physical and
virtual. Nothing is normal anymore and we do not
know when our old life can resume. At the
beginning of MCO, I naively thought it was for 2
weeks! Now it is the end of 2020 and we can see
light at the end of the tunnel! The tunnel is still
quite long though!

Koreans go Facebook “Live”, 11 August
MVs joined the Facebook fun by recording tours for National Museum’s Facebook. Tours in English,
French and Japanese were recorded in July. Lastly, the Korean tour was recorded on 11 August.
Thank you very much to the MVs who volunteered for this. We hope you enjoy your “social media
stardom”!
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Gallery B by Kwon Eun Kyung

Gallery C by Yuni & Chloe Jeong

Gallery D by Chloe Yoon

Webinar by Steven Lim: Kellie's Castle, the hidden gem of Batu Gajah, 18
August
MV Steven Lim is a IATA/UFTAA International Travel Consultant &
Lecturer. He is also a Certified UNESCO Cultural Heritage Special
Guide & Trainer.
Steven gave us a fascinating presentation on planter, William KellieSmith, and the castle he built, Kellie’s Castle aka Kellie’s Folly.
Because we are now in the midst of the Covid 19 pandemic, it was
interesting to discover that the construction of the castle was
disrupted by the Spanish Flu. Despite numerous setbacks - delay in
his wife’s inheritance, WW1, Spanish Flu, etc – William was
committed to his “Folly”.
Steven speaks in such slow, measured tones. Rather “Morgan Freeman” and very relaxing.
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Webinar by Simon Soon: Mapping the history of photo studios in Malaysia &
Singapore, 17 September
After being closed for more than four
months since the MCO was implemented
on 18 March, Ilham Gallery in KL
reopened on 21 July with a photography
exhibition “Bayangnya Itu Timbul
Tenggelam” – Photographic Cultures In
Malaysia. This exhibition will run until 31
December 2020 but under the current
CMCO rules, the Gallery is closed and the
exhibition is only available virtually.
This exhibition, curated by K. Azril Ismail,
Hoo Fan Chon and Simon Soon, surveys
the cultures that developed around photography and its relationship to Malaysia. Dr Simon Soon is a
senior lecturer of the Visual Arts Program, Cultural Centre, University of Malaya and he very
graciously agreed to give MV a talk.
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Followed by Tour of Exhibition in
Ilham Gallery, 25 September
On Friday 25th September 14 MV’s gathered
at Ilham Gallery to hear about and view the
Bayangan Itu Timbul Tenggelam exhibit, we
had a private tour given by co-curator Simon
Soon along with Rahel Joseph and Khat
Mirzan. Here we learnt about Simon’s
photographic cultures through a series of
photographs (roughly 1400) taken from
photo studios across Malaysia and
Singapore. With modern technology going to
a photo studio seems like a distant memory
of a bygone era, one that Simon has
managed to captivate in his exhibit.

In the late 19th and early 20th
Century photography was like a
form of art, using big cameras,
plates and holding the flash, props
were widely used to portray
certain scenes. In the early year’s
photographers mastered the skill
of colouring and tinting, painting
the picture after it had been taken to give more depth and warmth. Each photo in this exhibit
captures moments of a time gone by, a history of how things used to be, of people, lives and places.
A sense of nostalgia can be evoked looking at these forgotten heirlooms, each one telling a very
different story. A history of life in society through the ages.
Simons exhibition runs until 31st December of this year, entry is free, and the gallery is situated on
level 5, Ilham Tower. You can find directions on google maps. A thought-provoking exhibition a
viewing comes highly recommended.
By Mandy Soo
http://www.ilhamgallery.com/exhibitions/bayang/
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Webinar by Billy Woo: Selangor Civil War, 6 October
MV Billy Woo is a licensed tourist guide. He is a very entertaining speaker and has given us many
talks in the past. He first gave us a talk on the Selangor Civil War on 30 January 2016. I remember he
simplified a very complicated war with people changing sides many times. I would have benefitted
to hear this talk again, but unfortunately had another urgent appointment. I am sure all who
attended enjoyed his talk!

Webinar by Shaiful Shahidan: Fort Cornwallis, 6 November
Shaiful Shahidan is an ASTS Fellow at the Centre for Global Archaeological Research, Universiti Sains
Malaysia, and Assistant Honorary Secretary of ICOMOS (International Council on Monuments &
Sites) Malaysia.
Shaiful was supposed to give his talk from the JMM office, like how Billy Woo, Simon Soon, and
previous webinar speakers did. Plans changed with the CMCO ban on interstate travel and Shaiful
gave his talk from his home in Penang. Thank goodness for modern technology.
Shaiful explained why they are “digging up” Fort Cornwallis and what they have dug up. They have
found more than 11,000 artefacts - mostly alcoholic bottles (!!) and many bicycle parts (enough to
assemble several bicycles!). Fort Cornwallis was never engaged in battle. More important artefacts
will be exhibited in Fort Cornwallis in the future – hopefully 1 February 2021.
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Webinar by Josiane Reganne:
Cheong Fatt Tze, 3 December
Josiane Reganne has probably as many
qualifications as Cheong Fatt Tze has
names. She is a researcher, curator,
PhD student, run an art gallery,
organizer of art exhibitions, banker,
etc. And she is an MV too!

Josiane started her research on
Cheong Fatt Tze and his mansion
around 2017 because the French MVs
had a meeting in Penang with MVs
from Singapore and Jakarta. She is still
researching this fascinating topic. The
more you dig, the more you find!
Josiane presented firstly Cheong Fatt
Tze’s rags to riches story. Followed by
rags again after his death! The
architecture of the Blue Mansion was
the second part.
Cheong Fatt Tze was a VVIP when he
passed away. For many decades, his
name faded and his mansion
crumbled. Thanks to Architect &
conservationist Lawrence Loh and
team, the mansion is saved. As for
Cheong Fatt Tze’s name and legacy,
Josiane’s research certainly has the
ingredients for the next great Chinese
classical novel “Dream of the Blue
Mansion”.
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Kuala Kubu: The Story of A Sunken Town
Radio Station BFM has produced a video on Kuala Kubu Bharu (KKB). They
interviewed MV Eric Lim in August as he is well known (and now famous!) as a
local historian/guide. The video was released in October.
Kuala Kubu Bharu, Selangor is known for scenic waterfalls and hiking trails. But unbeknownst to
many, this charming little town has a rich colonial past and a mythical history. How did it get its
name 'Bharu', and what happened to the old town? We speak to local historians to uncover the
mystery in this week's BFM #PrideOfMalaysia series.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XXZLuMsOBew

Muzings, 24 September
Did you know that there is a hardworking “Research Team” in MV who have been meeting nearly
every month (lately virtually) and they produced Muzings 2020? A big crowd turned up at the MV
room on 24 September to collect their complimentary copy. The Team is now finalizing Muzings
2021 and they have already started discussing Muzings 2022! What a Team!
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New Pieces on the Blog @ museumvolunteersjmm.com
The MCO has brought out the research and writing juices of
some MVs. Since the start of MCO, MV’s have written 27
articles for the MV Blog. We love you! Thank you so much!
Eric Lim has written 9 articles, Annie Chuah 6, Rose Gan 3,
Jegatheesan 3, Afidah Rahim 3 and Maganjeet Kaur, Alvin
Chua and Lee Ean Keong 1. Apologies if my maths is
incorrect.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

“Small Towns in Hulu Selangor” by Eric Lim, 4/8/20
“A Walk Through Gallery B” by Annie Chuah Siew Yen, 23/8/20
“Federal Route 55” by Eric Lim, 8/9/20
“All Because of Tin” by Annie Chuah Siew Yen, 27/9/20
“Gunung Kawi of Indonesia” by Annie Chuah Siew Yen, 19/10/20
“Gantang and Censer: The Prophet’s traditions” by Afidah Rahim, 28/10/20
“Captain Speedy” by Eric Lim, 5/11/20
“My Journey With Malaysia Airlines” by Captain Lee Ean Keong, 12/11/20
“Titi New Village” by Eric Lim, 21/11/20
“The Quran and the Sunnah” by Afidah Rahim, 29/11/20
“Federated Malay States Railway” by Eric Lim, 7/12/20

Only Good Reasons to
Leave Home!
I only have unmentionable bad reasons.

Mark this in your calendar
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Miscellaneous
BLOG: Please do contribute to our MV blog. Send your articles to Maganjeet Kaur at
magan25@gmail.com
PHOTOS: Taken any must-share photos of artefacts or people lately? Send them to Karen Loh at
karenllc@gmail.com with a short description and we will post them up.
http://museumvolunteersjmm.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Museum-Volunteers-Department-of-Museums-Malaysia
http://www.jmm.gov.my/en/museum/muzium-negara
http://www.muziumnegara.gov.my/
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