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What is happening with the MVs? 

Hello MVs. We have not 
issued a Screamer since March 
2020. Although we are still 
under MCO, things have 
started to happen and here is 
a little update. 
 
As you know, one of the most 
important basic SOPs is to 
observe social distancing. 
Muzium Negara is taking this 
very seriously – their dummies 
are social distancing too! 
 
 
 
 

Dear MVs, 
 
I trust that you have all been keeping well and safe. With the MCO and no guiding nor museum-
related-activities the past few months, I hope that you have had time to catch up on your reading or 
research or both and for many, spring cleaning as well. Many of us also have had to learn how to use 
Zoom or Skype for virtual meetings and webinars. In fact, since our first virtual Focus Talk last week, 
a few members have requested that we keep our Focus Talks virtual from now on so that they can 
‘attend’ the talks whilst still wearing pajamas with no make-up! 
 
So what’s going on in our museum and MV group? The museum re-opened with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony by the new deputy Tourism, Arts & Culture Minister, Datuk Jeffrey Kitingan on 16 June; 
Muzium Negara welcomed its new Director, En. Zamrul Amri, previously from the Conservation Unit 
in JMM; En. Jamil was promoted as the curator for Gallery D and head of the museum’s education 
unit; and Batch 34 & 36 trainees could finally complete their training with their mentors in the 
museum.   
 
The MVs will have a new magazine coming out this year, entitled ‘Muzings’. This magazine consists 
of some of the articles previously posted on our blog. I hope to give a copy to all of you before the 
end of this year. Please also look out for our guided tour promos on JMM’s Facebook page. Read 
more about this in Cze Yan’s report. With no SOP as yet, I have not received any decision on when we 
can resume our guided tours. Last but not least, I wish to reiterate that there will be no Training 
Programme in English language this year.  
 
Stay safe everybody and do PM me if you have a comment or question. 
 
With best wishes, 
Karen Loh 
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MV Committee & Research Meetings Goes Virtual 
 
We have been meeting by Skype and Zoom. The new normal! 
 

 
 

Zoom Class for New School, Rome, 7 May 
 
Sharing Malaysian History in unprecedented times 
With schools closed and online teaching becoming the new normal, it was a pleasant surprise when 
we received a request from Adam Reilly, a teacher at The New School in Rome, to share a brief 
history of Malaysia with his Year 6 students (10-11 years).  This is a first for the MV. A presentation 
was prepared and finally at 6pm local time, 12pm in Italy on 7 May, Jega, Yee and Karen went on 
Zoom to meet with Adam and his students. With the use of maps and a few pictures in his 
presentation, Jega took the class from the Early Kingdoms to Melaka, the spice trade, the European 
colonisers, Independence, our 14 states and the peoples of Malaysia today. All within 45 minutes! 
The students thanked us warmly, asked many questions and 1 even recognised the Petronas Twin 
Towers. Mission accomplished! Much appreciation to Jega for presenting. 
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International Museums Day greeting for Instagram, 18 May 
 
Jamil requested for an International Museum Day greeting in several languages. 
 

 
 

Daniela Barrier, Portuguese Mariko Maruyama, Japanese Tomoko Imanishi, Japanese 

Angela Oh, Korean Danie Picot, French Karen Loh, English 

 
 
 
 

Muzium Negara reopens to 
visitors, 16 June 
 
YB Datuk Dr Jeffrey Kitingan, the 
Deputy Minister of Tourism, Arts & 
Culture cut the ribbon to reopen 
Muzium Negara on 16 June. 
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Note that museums are now closed on Mondays. 
Note also that the age restriction has been removed. 
 
 

Nationalmuseumkl @ Facebook 
 
Everybody and anybody is going online now to 
conduct their business, education and personal 
lives. 
 
Since MCO, Muzium Negara has started doing 
many things online on its Facebook & Instagram.  
MVs are joining in too. 
 
For example, Yusri Ja’afar conducts a weekly 
session of “DO YOU WANT TO KNOW?” every 
Monday at 12 noon on the 
Nationalmuseumkl@Facebook. 
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Facebook “Live” 
 
MVs joined the Facebook fun by recording tours for National Museum’s Facebook. Tours in English, 
French and Japanese were recorded in July. The Korean tour will be recorded next month on 11 
August. Thank you very much to the MVs who volunteered for this. We hope you enjoy your “social 
media stardom”! 
 
4 July English: Ilani bt Mohd Jamin & Fong Mun Hong 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8 July French: Hilde Wallerand, Sibila des Courtils 

 
 
 
15 July Japanese: Ms Chiami 
Mizoguchi (Gallery A), Ms Seiko Oda 
(Gallery B), Ms Kazumi Mori (Gallery 
C), Mr Takashi Oguchi (Gallery D) 
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Yee Chun Wah guides for MN Director En. Zamrul & staff, 15 July 
 
The 15th of July was a busy 
day at the museum. En. 
Zamrul Amri b Zakari who 
became the new Muzium 
Negara Director in April, 
requested a tour from MV 
and brave man Yee Chun 
Wah volunteered. 
 
Yee prepared well! He wore 
a new face shield and 
learnt new obscure facts to 
inject some excitement into 
his tour. 
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Webinar: Rose Gan on Francis Light, 20 July 
 
MV’s inaugural webinar. Rose Gan gave an excellent webinar 
on Francis Light. Content, sound and visuals were 5 stars. A 
few had problems “signing in”, but got in before too much 
had passed.  
 
Karen Loh said Rose felt a little disconcerted facing a screen 
rather than a real audience. Karen and Hani tried to make up 
for the lack of audience response by clapping occasionally. 
Rose missed the audience and we missed her glowing smile. 
 
Rose brought alive Francis Light. Unfortunately the tale of his 
swashbuckling life from illegitimate obscurity to Colonial 
immortality did not have a very happy ending, especially for 
Martinha Rozells. At least she had something named after her 
– Rozel Furniture Store! 
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Malay Mail interview 
 
Karen Loh & Jegatheesan were interviewed by the Malay Mail on 13 February and finally the article 
has been published. 
 

Amid Covid-19, virtual tours by Muzium Negara volunteer guides who can’t wait to get 
back to do them in-person 
Malay Mail Thursday, 09 Jul 2020 
BY ANNE GRACE SAVITHA 
 

 
 
https://www.malaymail.com/news/life/2020/07/09/amid-covid-19-virtual-tours-by-muzium-negara-
volunteer-guides-who-cant-wait/1882908?fbclid=IwAR3qT5yQxQmSDj4EW4nh8la3L2JI3__aQ-
weH1KBQVBtFFupCc1YHpWBlGQ#.XwbBn_K3D7Y.whatsapp 
 

Between the Bay of Bengal & the Java Sea – new book out 8 May 
 
MVs Mariana Isa and Maganjeet Kaur have done it again! They 
have given birth to a 3rd book “Between the Bay of Bengal & the 
Java Sea”!  
 
Kuala Lumpur Street Names (2015) and Towns of Malaya (2017, 
with Dr Neil Khor) were their first two books.  
 
As books on Southeast Asian history tend to discuss its history 
by country, they thought a focus on ancient port settlements 
and the interaction between the ports rather than the State or 
country they are located in would angle their shared 
commonalities better. The 10 ancient port towns they have 
selected – Mrauk-U, Bago, southern Kedah, Kuala Selinsing, 
Melaka, Palembang, Singapore, Banten, Semarang and northern 
Bali, were located along the Indian Ocean Trade Route, 
between the Bay of Bengal and the Java Sea. 
 

https://www.malaymail.com/news/life/2020/07/09/amid-covid-19-virtual-tours-by-muzium-negara-volunteer-guides-who-cant-wait/1882908?fbclid=IwAR3qT5yQxQmSDj4EW4nh8la3L2JI3__aQ-weH1KBQVBtFFupCc1YHpWBlGQ#.XwbBn_K3D7Y.whatsapp
https://www.malaymail.com/news/life/2020/07/09/amid-covid-19-virtual-tours-by-muzium-negara-volunteer-guides-who-cant-wait/1882908?fbclid=IwAR3qT5yQxQmSDj4EW4nh8la3L2JI3__aQ-weH1KBQVBtFFupCc1YHpWBlGQ#.XwbBn_K3D7Y.whatsapp
https://www.malaymail.com/news/life/2020/07/09/amid-covid-19-virtual-tours-by-muzium-negara-volunteer-guides-who-cant-wait/1882908?fbclid=IwAR3qT5yQxQmSDj4EW4nh8la3L2JI3__aQ-weH1KBQVBtFFupCc1YHpWBlGQ#.XwbBn_K3D7Y.whatsapp
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The book is available at all major bookstores. Order your copies online today! 
Kinokuniya RM79.90 https://malaysia.kinokuniya.com/bw/9789814779272 
 
You may also buy direct from the authors with a 10% discount for MVs.  
Contact Magan 017-305 2510 
 

New Pieces on the Blog @ museumvolunteersjmm.com 

The MCO has pushed many people to stay at home, sit down, read, research and write! Yay! 
 
1. “Fountain at Dataran Merdeka” by Eric Lim, 28/3/20 
2. “Some Islamic Artefacts at Muzium Negara” by Afidah Zuliana binti Abdul Rahim, 1/4/20 
3. “Historical Societies in our Country” by Eric Lim, 7/4/20 
4. “Tales from the Malay Annals: A Brief Introduction” by Alvin Chua, 10/4/20 
5. “King Tutankhamun TREASURES OF THE GOLDEN PHARAOH EXHIBITION” by V. Jegatheesan, 

15/4/20 
6. “Mamoru Shinozaki in Syonan-To” by Eric Lim, 23/4/20 
7. “Every Stone Tells A Story – I: I Airlangga and Garuda” by Rose Gan, 29/4/20 
8. “Every Stone Tells a Story – 2: II : Prajnaparamita” by Rose Gan, 7/5/20 
9. “Every Stone Tells a Story – 3: III. Prasasti” by Rose Gan, 14/5/20 
10. “Time Pieces at the National Planetarium” by Maganjeet Kaur, 21/5/20 
11. “From Private Collections to Public Institutions: Evolution of Museums and International 

Museum Day” by Annie Chuah Siew Yen, 27/5/20 
12. “How Explorers Communicated with Locals” by V. Jegatheesan, 3/6/20 
13. “SanXingDui Museum” by Annie Chuah Siew Yen, 10/6/20 
14. “Hidden Gems: the Jinrickshaw” by V. Jegatheesan, 18/6/20 
15. “On the trail of the Chams” by Annie Chuah Siew Yen, 1/7/20 
16. “History of Kajang” by Eric Lim, 15/7/20 
 

Only Good Reasons to Leave Home! 

Royal Klang Town Heritage Walk 
 
This is re-starting 1 August 2020! 
 
Pre-booking is required in compliance with the present SOP. 
A minimum of 5 persons is required for the tour to commence. 
 
MV Julie Chang is one of the Klang Heritage guides and she will be guiding on 1, 2, 8 & 9 August. 
 
http://www.tourismselangor.my/informations/royal-klang-town-heritage-walk/# 
 

https://malaysia.kinokuniya.com/bw/9789814779272
http://www.tourismselangor.my/informations/royal-klang-town-heritage-walk/
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A Visual Feast 
 
https://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle/culture/2020/07/21/ilham-gallery-in-kl-reopens-with-a-
visual-feast-exploring-photography-culture-in-malaysia 
 
Ilham Gallery in KL reopens with a visual feast, exploring 
photography culture in Malaysia 
Tuesday, 21 Jul 2020 
By ROUWEN LIN 
 
Bayangnya itu Timbul Tenggelam 
Photographic Cultures in Malaysia 
21 JULY - 31 DECEMBER 2020 
Ilham Gallery 
Bayangnya itu Timbul Tenggelam, that which appears and 
recedes from view, is a survey of the cultures that 
developed around photography and its relationship to 
Malaysia. The exhibition invites us to discover the different 
values and meanings that people have invested in the 
photographic image through the years, in an attempt to 
explore an alternative understanding of the complex 
modern history of photography. 
Curated by K. Azril Ismail, Hoo Fan Chon, and Simon Soon. 

https://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle/culture/2020/07/21/ilham-gallery-in-kl-reopens-with-a-visual-feast-exploring-photography-culture-in-malaysia
https://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle/culture/2020/07/21/ilham-gallery-in-kl-reopens-with-a-visual-feast-exploring-photography-culture-in-malaysia


The MV Screamer 
July 

2020 
 

11 | P a g e    issued by Kon Cze Yan 29/7/20 
 

MV has invited Simon Soon to give us a virtual talk on 3 September (date to be confirmed). 
 
 

 

 
Another Visual Feast! 
 
There is a special exhibition in the 
foyer of Museum Negara by World 
Culture Organisation (WCO). Beautiful 
cultural dioramas for each state. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
World Culture Organisation (WCO) established in 2017. WCO produces all 100% handmade heritage 
arts. These include traditional wau, cultural diorama, dough figurine, wooden traditional house and 
painting. 
https://www.wco.asia/ 
 
 
 
 

https://www.wco.asia/
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Mark this in your calendar 

Virtual talk by Simon Soon: Mapping the history of photo studios in Malaysia & Singapore. This is 
tentatively scheduled for 3 September.  

Miscellaneous  

SCHOOL VISITS: Please contact Yee Chun Wah at 016-282 2167 or imagetalk88@yahoo.com if you 
would like to help with the school visits. 
BLOG: Please do contribute to our MV blog. Send your articles to Maganjeet Kaur at 
magan25@gmail.com 
PHOTOS: Taken any must-share photos of artefacts or people lately? Send them to Karen Loh at 
karenllc@gmail.com with a short description and we will post them up. 
http://museumvolunteersjmm.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/Museum-Volunteers-Department-of-Museums-Malaysia 
http://www.jmm.gov.my/en/museum/muzium-negara 
http://www.muziumnegara.gov.my/ 
 

 

mailto:magan25@gmail.com
http://museumvolunteersjmm.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Museum-Volunteers-Department-of-Museums-Malaysia
http://www.jmm.gov.my/en/museum/muzium-negara
http://www.muziumnegara.gov.my/

