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What is happening with the MVs? 

Visitor Statistics 
 
It looks like all of our hard work is paying off. Congrats MV guides! Looking at last year’s numbers for 
the English, French and Japanese tours, we can see that the visitors who have joined our guided 
tours have certainly increased. I would also like to commend our Korean guides who officially started 
guiding in Korean every Wednesday from April 2019. Well done everybody and keep up the good 
work! 
 

Karen Loh 

 
 

Museum Volunteers 
 

 
 

Muzium Negara 
 

 

English French Japanese Korean Other School Total

2015 year 1,382        591          1,535          305             -             3,813     

2016 year 1,298        294          1,677          107             1,976          5,352     

2017 year 1,771        361          1,544          89               1,176          4,941     

2018 year 1,951        424          1,853          79               970             5,277     

2019 year 2,579        606          2,186          1,093     87               830             7,381     

Total before

Malaysian Foreigner Istana Satu School Out/In-reach Out/In-reach Total

2015 year 171,893    120,891    48,735   341,519       -             341,519 

2016 year 160,444    121,888    440,801      42,426   765,559       3,264          768,823 

2017 year 222,187    130,236    0 39,578   392,001       542,772      934,773 

2018 year 249,660    146,025    0 31,639   427,324       374,423      801,747 

2019 year 270,924    156,262    0 35,822   463,008       264,947      727,955 
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Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) 
 
Much has already been said and written about the Novel Coronavirus.  
The only thing I wish to highlight is please look out for emails or messages regarding tours & other 
activities which may have to be cancelled, rescheduled or postponed. 
 
 

Ambassadors Club Special Tour, 5/2/20 
By Yee Chun Wah 
 
A request for a guided tour for embassy staff was made and I was fortunate to be available to 
conduct it. The embassy staff turned out to be several ambassadors from the Middle East. It was a 
visit organised under the Ambassadors Club. The delegation was headed by the Ambassador from 
Algeria (the current Club President). The original list was 17 pax but fortunately less showed up 
making for a more manageable and interesting tour for the delegates. Some of the ambassadors that 
I managed to interact with were from Oman, Qatar, Yemen and Egypt whom I hope to meet again 
sometime later in the year for an exhibition the museum is working very hard on. 
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MVJ: Lecture on the migration of homo sapiens by Mr. Rintaro Ono Ph.D., 
17/1/20 
By Mariko Maruyama 
  
On 17 January 2020, MVJ held a lecture by Mr. Rintaro Ono Ph.D., Associate Professor of the 
National Museum of Ethnology, Japan, and a specialist in the research of anthropology and 
archaeology mainly in the South East Asia and Oceania. He gave us a talk titled “Human Migration 
and Maritime Adaption in Wallacea and Oceania”. The “Wallacea” may not be a commonly used 
name, but it refers to a group of today’s Indonesian islands, separated by deep water straits from 
Asia and Australia.  For us, MV guides, it may be more familiar as the eastern part of the area divided 
by the Wallace Line. Soon after self-introduction, Prof. Ono led us to the world of Prehistoric Era 
with a great sense of humor. In his talk, he described features of the human migration to Wallacea 
and Oceania by eras and summarized them by giving us three main categories, i.e. where, how and 
why homo sapiens migrated and adapted to these regions after a long journey to Asia from Africa 
where the first species of our ancestors was believed to be born almost 200,000 years ago. Here is 
the summary of his talk. 
 
Where they migrated: After having reached 
Sunda (S.E.A.) and Saful (Oceania) lands, 50,000 
to 60,000 years ago, homo sapiens started to 
cross the sea almost 35,000 years ago towards 
the east, the direction of the sun, but only could 
reach nearby islands 100 km away. They ate fish 
and shellfish those days, as evidenced by the 
discovery of shell mounds on the Talaud islands, 
fishing hooks in Sulawesi and bones of tuna fish 
belonging to 40,000 years ago in East Timor. 
Later on, when the Neolithic Era arrived, they 
headed for more distant islands in Wallacea and 
Oceania. Their journeys were believed to have 
spread to the regions of Melanesia (3,300-3,600 
years ago), Micronesia (3,000-3,500 years ago) 
and Polynesia including Hawaii, New Zealand 
and Easter Island, famed for its Moai statues 
(800-1,200 years ago). 
 
How they crossed the sea: It is believed that in 
the Palaeolithic Era, they made rafts out of 
bamboo trees abundant in the area. Surprisingly 
even now 26 species of bamboo trees exist in 
Wallacea, and 21 in Oceania! There are also 
evidence of usage of bamboo to make tools 
instead of stones. By the Neolithic Era, they had 
acquired techniques to make outriggers. Single 
outrigger canoes were used for a long-distance 
journey of 4,000-5,000 km away, whereas 
double ones crossed relatively shorter-distance 
seas. What is more amazing was that in 
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Micronesia, they had acquired the navigation know-how through observation of stars, winds and 
waves! The Lapita people, believed to be originated from around the Bismarck Archipelago in 
Melanesia and then spread to Polynesia, ending their journey further to the east, left interesting 
artefacts such as uniquely engraved pottery which strangely vanished totally from the history. It is 
likely that they had techniques of tattoos, too. 
  
Why they migrated and adapted in the region: At the initial stage, it could be out of human curiosity 
and adventurous minds. However, one of the possible reasons for the second stage of migration is 
the global cooling which occurred 3,500-4,000 years ago. It caused the northern people to move 
down to the south, warmer areas. The most prominent case was the group of people called 
Austronesians from southern China & Taiwan. They were the people of frontier spirits, exploring the 

region for natural resources abundant there. 
The factors which led them to successful 
migration and adaption also included 
development of navigation skills, agricultural 
farming and animal rearing. 
Prof. Ono’s wide range of archaeological 
knowledge also aroused our interests 
relating to the artefacts of our museum in 
Gallery A and questions asked included 
whether the people living in Kota Tampan 
before Toba Volcano’s eruption 74,000 years 
ago were homo sapiens or homo erectus, 
and how important the discovery of Niah 
Cave was for the history of archaeology 
worldwide.  

                                                                     
 
 
 
 

Visit by High School Students from 
Nagano Prefecture on 10th Feb. 2020. 
 
22 students visited the Museum from Nagano 
Prefecture under their Shinshu Tshubasa Projects: 
Global Internship (Nagano Prefectural Board of 
Education). 
 
Guided by Takashi Oguchi, Ken Nomura, Mayumi 
Nomura. 
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New Pieces on the Blog @ museumvolunteersjmm.com 

 “A Bronze Frog Drum” by Maganjeet Kaur, 13/2/2020 
 

Reasons to Leave Home 
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Mark this in your calendar 

 

Date Day Event/Speaker 

19-Feb-20 Wed MVF Concert: Discovering the Sape by Julien Cottet 

12-Mar-20 Thu MV Committee meeting - all welcome 

postponed 
 

Visit to Army Museum & Custom Museum, Negeri Sembilan 

 
Please note that events listed above are subject to confirmation. When an event is confirmed, 
registration will be requested.  
 
MVJ = MV Japanese (event will be conducted in Japanese) 
MVF = MV French (event will be conducted in French) 
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Miscellaneous  

SCHOOL VISITS: Please contact Yee Chun Wah at 016-282 2167 or imagetalk88@yahoo.com if you 
would like to help with the school visits. 
BLOG: Please do contribute to our MV blog. Send your articles to Maganjeet Kaur at 
magan25@gmail.com 
PHOTOS: Taken any must-share photos of artefacts or people lately? Send them to Karen Loh at 
karenllc@gmail.com with a short description and we will post them up. 
http://museumvolunteersjmm.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/Museum-Volunteers-Department-of-Museums-Malaysia 
http://www.jmm.gov.my/en/museum/muzium-negara 
http://www.muziumnegara.gov.my/ 
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