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What is happening with the MVs?

National Heritage Board Singapore (ACM & TPM) visits Muzium Negara,
16/1/19
Ms Chang Hwee Nee,
CEO of National
Heritage Board of
Singapore, Mr Kennie
Ting, Director of Asian
Civilisations Museum,
En Mohamad Jamal bin
Mohamad, Manager of
Malay Heritage Centre
and several of their
colleagues visited
Muzium Negara on 16
January.
The Singaporeans were guided by MV Karen Loh and Yee Chun Wah. Karen informed them that MV
was happy to have the opportunity to reciprocate She thanked them for the hospitality accorded to
the MVs during our Singapore visit last November where we were provided with guided tours and
waived entrance fees to all museums. The Singaporeans were impressed with the MV tour and JMM
presented both Tapestry and Chitties of Melaka books to Ms Chang at the end.

MVJ: JSKL (The Japanese School of Kuala Lumpur) visits Muzium Negara,
30/1/19 - JSKL social studies field trip
By Kazuko Mako
On the 30th Jan 106 elementary school 3rd grade
student and 7 teachers from JSKL visited Muzium
Negara. The purpose of this visit is to learn the
transition of living through investigating old tools
for social studies.
Students were divided into 12 groups and
toured. In spite of long tours, for about 2 hours,
enjoyed themselves.
They participated in three kinds of Malaysian
tradition workshops. These are “TENGKOLOK”,”
WAU” and “PANTUN WAYANG KULIT”.
Throughout tours students listened very carefully with many questions asked and took notes what
they didn’t know about until then.
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日本人学校3年生社会科見学
クアラルンプール日本人学校
日本語原稿執筆：清水 章夫
2019年1月30日（水）、日本人学校3年生106名及び
引率教員7名が来館し、MVJグループが日本語でガ
イドをしました。国立博物館でマレーシアの歴史
、昔の道具を見学することで、社会科の「残した
いもの、伝えたいもの」の学習に役立てることが
目的でした。12グループに分かれて約2時間かけて
展示物の見学及びホールでの伝統芸能の紹介を見
ながら楽しく学ぶひと時を過ごしました。伝統芸
能ではトゥンコロの折り方を教わり、各自で作っ
たトゥンコロを被り記念撮影を行いました。また
今年は、凧とワヤンクリも紹介し、寸劇なども楽
しんでいました。生徒たちはガイドの説明を熱心
に聞き、知らなかったことは質問したりメモをと
っていました。

Talk on "Theodore Hubback: Wildlife Conservation in Colonial Malaya" by
Andy McNab, 16/2/19
MV Mariana Isa invited Mr Andy McNab to speak to MV
on the lesser known Mr Hubback, the brother of colonial
architect AC Hubback. Theodore did many things. He
made his fortune as a rubber planter or rather from the
sale of his rubber estate. After that he did what he loved
which was wildlife conservation. This was a strange
evolution indeed from hunter to conservationist.
Theodore struggled with persuading authorities to enact
laws to protect wildlife. His temper and strident
language led a few people to declare him impossible. Many campaigned to remove him from the
Society for the Protection of the Empire! But after numerous trials and tribulations, he managed to
secure the setting up of the National Park in 1935. For that we owe Theodore Hubback a thanks.
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MVF: Chinese Identity in the History of Malaysia, 20/2/19
By Danie Picot
During a walk through the museum galleries, Marie
Andrew and Danie pointed and explained the significance
and the print of the Chinese people in Malaysia.
They first followed the monsoon winds and reached the
Straits of Melaka, where the Chinese traders settled to
sell their goods. They married a local girl, thus giving birth
to a new generation of Peranakan children and a
colourful culture of babas and nonyas.
Through the centuries, the print and importance of the
Chinese in the history of the country has been of the
utmost value, as Marie Andree and Danie exposed during
their walk in the
galleries, all the way to
the beautiful kebayas in
the last gallery.
To honor Chinese New Year that was the week before, Danie
handed red packet to their visitors. (No money inside, sorry lah,
only false paper money!)

Talk on "Melaka Millionaires' Row" by Steven Lim, 2/3/19
Millionaires’ Row, Kampung Belanda, Jalan Tun Tan Cheng Lock, Herenstraat, Gentlemen Street –
these were the various names of the same street in Melaka where the rich and famous lived.
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Built during the Dutch colonial period, these houses have stood the test of time but not many are
residential homes today. Steven Lim highlighted the beautiful architectural features of the houses on
this street and decried its second fiddle status to Jonker Street. He also talked about the interesting
lives of a few of the early millionaires like Tun Sir Tan Cheng Lock, Chee Swee Cheng and Tan Kim
Seng. And he publicized the traditional trades still operating on Heeren Street.

MVJ receives an Award from the Foreign Minister of Japan, 4/3/19
The Foreign Minister's Commendations of Japan are awards given
to individuals and groups
with outstanding achievements in international fields in order to
acknowledge their contributions
to the promotion of friendship between Japan and other
countries and areas. The commendations are also to promote the
understanding and support of the Japanese public
for the activities of the recipients.
For the financial year of 2018 (1 April 2018 - 31 Mar 2019), the
Commendations were awarded to 205 individuals and 49 groups
throughout the world.
In Malaysia, the following are the recipients of the award for the
year:
Individuals - One recipient
• En.Muhammad Hafiz bin Othman, Senior Program Manager
Groups
•
•
•
•
•

- 5 recipients
Museum Volunteers Japanese Group
Japan Graduates' Association of Malaysia (JAGAM) Central Branch
Japan Graduates' Association of Malaysia (JAGAM) Southern Branch
Japan Malaysia Technical Institute (JMTI)
Malaysia Japan International Institute of Technology (MJIIT)

The Award Ceremony for MVJ was held at the official residence of the Japanese Ambassador to
Malaysia, H.E. Mr. M. Miyagawa, in Kuala Lumpur on Monday 4 March 2019. 23 MVJ, 6 JMM staff
(led by the DG, Datuk Kamarul Baharin) and 1 MV (I had to honour to represent Karen Loh 😊)
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attended. The event was efficiently organised by Mariko Maruyama and the event proceeded with
Japanese precision. The Ambassador and Junko Mori, the most senior MVJ from the first MVJ batch
(Batch 5 2008/2009), both gave a speech. The Ambassador presented the Award to Junko.
I was surprised that only MVJ Noriyuki Murayama was attired in kimono. The rest of the MVJ said it
was too hot to wear kimono and too formal an event to wear yukata. I had narrowly avoided a faux
pas – I had considered wearing my yukata! Many of the MVJ were in baju kurung or kebaya. Fumiko
Yabe, who has returned home to Japan for good, flew to KL specially to attend this Award ceremony.
A delicious buffet lunch was served in the conservatory with views of the verdant Royal Selangor
Golf Club. The charming Ambassador mingled and spoke to all the MVJ and guests present. He also
obliged with many wefies.
Mariko and Junko were interviewed by the Japanese press. News of the Award ceremony was
posted on the Japanese Embassy website.
Translation:
CERTIFICATE OF COMMENDATION
Museum Volunteers Japanese Group
Your group has contributed to
friendship and goodwill between Japan
and other countries and its remarkable
achievement has promoted mutual
understanding between Japan and
Malaysia.
I send deep salutations and
commendations.
24.07.2018
Foreign Minister Taro Kono
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Congratulations and well done, MVJ!

MV and Muzium Negara Visitor Statistics 2018
Thank you to all MVs who have contributed to these great visitor statistics!
MV
English
1,771
1,951
180

2017 year
2018 year
Inc/(Dec)

French Japanese
361
1,544
424
1,853
63
309

Other
89
79
(10)

School
Total
1,176
4,941
970
5,277
(206)
336

Muzium Negara
2017 year
2018 year
Inc/(Dec)
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Malaysian
222,187
249,660
27,473

Foreigner
130,236
146,025
15,789

School
39,578
31,639
(7,939)

Total
392,001
427,324
35,323
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Schools Programme
Yee Chun Wah and team have been quite busy in the past 2 months. More photos on Facebook.
University of Utrecht Netherlands, 4/2/19
Gems International School, 21/2/19
Berjaya University College, 7/3/19
Victory Academy, 13/3/19

Other Interesting News
Raj of the East
On 12 March, I saw a news report about the Prime Minister Tun Dr
Mahathir Mohamad attending the semi-biopic ‘Raj of the East’ film
premiere at TGV Cinema. Strangely, the movie is not showing in the
cinemas yet. Keep an eye out for it!
The film was written, directed and produced by former producer
and director of RTM, Tan Sri Adam Kadir. ‘Raj of the East’ revolves
around the life of Sir Hugh Clifford, a British colonial administrator
who came to Malaya in 1883 at the age of 17 and worked his way
from a cadet based in Perak to become the British Resident of
Pahang and later Governor of North Borneo.
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Ranee Museum
The Ranee Museum was officially launched on September 28, 2018 at the Old Court House in
Kuching.
Curated by the Brooke Trust, the museum
centres on the life, legend and legacy of
Margaret de Windt, wife of the second Rajah
Brooke, who became the queen of Sarawak at
the age of 19. This exhibition will be a
permanent museum fixture in Kuching,
providing insight into Ranee Margaret’s life
through paintings, music, literature and craft.
As Ranee for nearly half a century, one of her
greatest contributions to the state was her
appreciation for skills such as songket weaving
and keringkam embroidery, leading her to be
a patron to such crafts, having her personal
collection which can now be shared in this
exhibit.

Ten essential books by Malaysians for Malaysians
The local books starter pack – according to Time Out!
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New Pieces on the Blog @ museumvolunteersjmm.com
“Eunos Abdullah – An Early Malay Nationalist” by Hani Kamal, 3/2/19
“MV Trainees in Melaka (Jan 2019)” by Ilani Binti Mohammad Jamin, 28/2/19
“Invisible Bridges and Memory Lanes: Part Two of the Melaka (2019) Journey” by Muhammad Adib
bin Mohd Faiz, 10/3/19

Mark this in your calendar

Date
22-Mar-19
27-Mar-19
28-Mar-19
2-Apr-19
9-Apr-19
24-Apr-19
7-May-19
16-May-19
18-May-19
29-May-19
26-Jun-19
3-Jul-19
3-Aug-19

Day
Fri
Wed
Thu
Tue
Tue
Wed
Tue
Thu
Sat
Wed
Wed
Wed
Sat

Event/Speaker
Visit by Bureau of Consular Affairs, Taiwan
Visit to Malaysian Chinese Museum, Seri Kembangan
MVF: Regards Croises
MV Committee meeting - all welcome
Visit to Batu Caves
MVF: Night at the Museum
Information Morning
Visit to Islamic Arts Museum
International Museums Day
MVJ Information Morning
MVJ Information Morning
MVJ Information Morning
Information morning

Please note that events listed above are subject to confirmation. When an event is confirmed,
registration will be requested.
MVJ = MV Japanese (event will be conducted in Japanese)
MVF = MV French (event will be conducted in French)

Miscellaneous
SCHOOL VISITS: Please contact Yee Chun Wah at 016-282 2167 or imagetalk88@yahoo.com if you
would like to help with the school visits.
BLOG: Please do contribute to our MV blog. Send your articles to Maganjeet Kaur at
magan25@gmail.com
PHOTOS: Taken any must-share photos of artefacts or people lately? Send them to Karen Loh at
karenllc@gmail.com with a short description and we will post them up.
http://museumvolunteersjmm.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Museum-Volunteers-Department-of-Museums-Malaysia
http://www.jmm.gov.my/en/museum/muzium-negara
http://www.muziumnegara.gov.my/
Apologies for mistakes. I am trying to complete this newsletter on a mobile hotspot.

9|Page

issued by Kon Cze Yan 15/3/19

