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What is happening with the MVs?

“The Bugis Warriors of Selangor” by Billy Woo, 21/8/18

The engaging Billy Woo returned to MV to give us a
talk on “The Bugis Warriors of Selangor”.
Last year a few people got riled up by remarks that
someone was a Bugis pirate. It was a proper job in the
16th to 19th centuries! With government authority,
they had more glamorous names like privateer or
buccaneer.
This talk gave us an expanded and a more exalted view of the Bugis. The Bugis were Kingmakers and
also Kings. Billy’s talk focussed on where the Bugis came from, how did Selangor get its Bugis King,
the early Sultans of Selangor and Bugis culture.
A surprising revelation was that Bugis culture recognises 5 genders!

New Season of Training has Started!
Batch 33 MV started on 4/9/18 Tuesday and has 25 trainees.
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Batch 32 MV started on 8/9/18 Saturday and has 16 trainees.
Training lectures for Batches 32 and 33 will finish before year end.

Batch 31 MVJ started on 29/8/18 Wednesday and has 20 trainees.
Training will take 5 months and end next January.

MVJ：Lecture by Ms. Kaori Kimura on “Study Abroad Policy and Japanese
Language Education of Tertiary Education in Malaysia“23/8/18
by Kazuko Amako
MVJ invited Ms. Kaori Kimura（Research Associate of Graduate School of Japanese Applied
Linguistics Faculty of International Research and Education Waseda University）as a lecturer and 9
MVJs attended.
The Look East Policy was introduced in 1981 by Prime Minister Dato’ Seri Dr. Mahathir. He
considered that the secret of Japanese success and its remarkable development lies in its labor
ethics, morale, and management capability. He felt a program enabling that young Malaysians to
learn in Japan would contribute to the economic and social development of Malaysia.
For this purpose, Malaysia decided to dispatch their student to Japan, not only to study academics
and technical know-how but also to learn labor ethics and discipline of the Japanese people.
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As previous arrangement, students need to attend Japanese language preparatory course for two
years in Malaysia.
『マレーシアの留学政策と日本語教育』(日本語原稿執筆：吉田紀子)
東方政策（Look East Policy）により、多くのマレーシア人学生が日本に留学しているが、日
本の大学に留学するためには、2年間の日本語予備教育をうける必要がある。予備教育機関
には、ブミプトラを対象としたマラヤ大学予備教育部日本留学コースRancangan Persediaan
Khas ke Jepun, Pusat Asasi Sains, Universiti Malaya（通称AAJ）や、高等専門学校への留学をめ
ざすINTEC教育カレッジ東方政策プログラム高等専門学校予備教育コースKumpulan Teknikal
Jepun（KTJ）, INTEC Education Collegeなどがあり、KTJは中華系やインド系などブミプトラ以
外にも開かれている。日本への出身国別留学生数では、マレーシアは第10位となっている
(JASSO2017)。
※JASSO（Japan Student Services Organization）：独立行政法人日本学生支援機構

School Visits
The School Team led by Yee Chun Wah has been very busy and doing an awesome job! More photos
on Facebook.
Friday 10/8/18
Stella Maris Int School. Time 10am. 24
students (8-17 years old) and 7 teachers.
Students were from an International School in
Korea here on summer camp.
Guides – Elena, Yee
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Monday 27/8/18
Sri KL Scouts. Time 10am. 30 pax and 3
teachers
Guides – Keat Yue, Yee

Tuesday 28/8/18
Sri KL Librarians. Time 10 am. 30 pax + 3
teachers.
Guides – Eric, Elena & Yee.

Tuesday 28/8/18
University Malaya, Centre for Continuing
Education (UMCCeD) 25 pax.
A group that showed up unexpectedly and
requested for guides. Since no tourists showed
up, Josiann together with Eric helped to guide
this group. The actual group was more than 40,
but we only took on 25.
Guides – Eric and Josiann

Thursday 30/8/18
Management and Science University, Penang.
Time 10am. 40 pax
Guides – Sylvia, June & Yee

Thursday 30/8/18
ASEAN Secretariat. Time – 3:00pm. 10 pax.
Guide – Yee
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Other News
Something interesting from the Star newspaper:

Honouring historical heroes
17 Sep 2018
By NIGEL THO
star2@thestar.com.my

“FROM a Hollywood movie to a
brand-new museum in Kuching,
these are busy times indeed for the
Brooke Heritage Trust. The man
behind it all, Jason Brooke, could not
be more elated at the turn of
events.“ — ROB ALLYN
(From left) Jason Brooke, Bodrov and Allyn visiting potential set
locations along the Sarawak River last year, for the upcoming film
White Rajah.

As the co-founder of Brooke Heritage Trust, Jason is the grandson of the last ruling Rajah Muda of
Sarawak (Anthony Walter Dayrell Brooke, 1912-2011), and a prominent representative of the Brooke
Dynasty in Sarawak. In an e-mail interview with Star2, Jason, 33, spoke about the work he is doing to
enrich and preserve the history of Sarawak during the era of the White Rajahs as well as an
upcoming film on Sir James Brooke (1803-1868).
Titled White Rajah ,the Hollywood-British production is produced by Rob Allyn and directed by
Sergei Bodrov (best known for 1996’s Prisoner Of The Mountains and 2007’s Mongol). “Yes, the
James Brooke movie has commenced works, as of May this year, and is scheduled to shoot in spring
2019,” said London-born Jason, who splits his time between Britain and Sarawak. “Some impressive
sets have been designed and locations selected. No cast has yet been announced but I am sure we
can expect to hear something in the coming months,” added the British Museum historian and
current heir of the Brooke family, who serves as the movie’s technical adviser. White Rajah will be
filmed entirely in Sarawak and in a combination of Bahasa Malaysia, English, Iban, Bidayuh and other
native Sarawak dialects. Jason hints at a swashbuckling epic in the making. After all, it is based on his
ancestor’s colourful life: a former British soldier who sailed to Borneo in 1839, where he helped the
Sultan of Brunei put down a pirate rebellion and was bequeathed the land of Sarawak as his private
kingdom.
Apart from the movie, Jason’s other passion project is the Ranee Museum, which features
permanent exhibition Ranee – Margaret of Sarawak. It explores the extraordinary life of Margaret
De Windt (1849-1936), the wife of the second Rajah of Sarawak, Charles Brooke. Courageous,
intelligent and full of energy, Margaret became renowned as an advocate for women’s rights and
universal education. The first Ranee of Sarawak was a key figure in the early history of Sarawak,
unafraid to press for progress and refusing to be confined by the gender roles of her time. She
published her memoir My Life In Sarawak in 1913, which offered a rare glimpse of life in colonial
Borneo.
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“The new gallery is an opportunity to showcase a remarkable woman who played an important role
in Sarawak’s history, to tell the story through her eyes and share with Sarawakians her love and
appreciation of their culture,” explained Jason, who previewed some of the museum offerings at the
Rainforest Fringe Festival in Kuching in July. “The Ranee is someone I admire immensely, and who,
with all the focus on the Rajahs over the years, has been somewhat overlooked. I hope with this new
exhibition to give her a rightful place in history,” enthused Jason, who agrees that Margaret’s life
could make for an equally engrossing movie. (Who knows, as a sequel/spin-off of White Rajah?).
According to Jason, the exhibition will feature a wide collection of Margaret’s personal items,
jewellery and her Sarawakian Malay attire. Of particular interest is the keringkam (traditional
embroidery) owned by Margaret and still in peak condition.
Jason hopes the exhibition – which opens to the public next month – provides a source of inspiration
to the visitor. “I think what resonates with all of us today is a sense that the Ranee was a person
quite ahead of her time,” mused Jason. “She was without any notions of distinction based on class or
race, and this was unusual for a woman of her upbringing – it made it possible for her to fully
immerse herself in Sarawak life, and to generate a great deal of affection amongst the local
community. According to the older Malay keringkam weavers we have met, the Ranee is still
referred to by the title ‘Mem Ranee’, a term of affection.”

Reasons to Leave Home

Freedom Film Fest (FFF), Malaysia’s leading international human rights documentary film festival is
back and proud to announce a diverse line-up of bold and brave new films for 2018. Returning to PJ
Live Arts in Petaling Jaya, this year’s week-long festival (29th September – 6th October 2018) will
play host to over 40 new and award winning films showcasing extraordinary talent from the very
best of local, regional and international filmmakers.
Each film screening will be followed by a Q&A with the filmmaker or a main protagonist from the
documentary and local experts will also be invited to contextualise issues and engage with the
public. The films range from 10 minutes to more than 2 hours.
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There are 2 films which may be of particular interest to MVs:

Firefly
A story about ethnic Chinese Malaysians in the late 18th and early 19th centuries: as they traverse
the lands in the South China Sea, they become like fireflies quivering upon the dark waters.
Film Screening: 30 September 2018, 11am

Chitty: Retracing the Forgotten
This documentary brings forward the voices of old and new Chitty’s generation aside from bridging
the generation gap on the significance of Kampung Chetti to the Chitty community.
Film Screening: 2 October 2018, 11am
https://freedomfilm.my/

New Pieces on the Blog @ museumvolunteersjmm.com
“A visit to Hoi An Museum, Vietnam” by Karen Loh, 26/8/18

Mark this in your calendar
Date
10/7/-31/10
8-Oct-18
17-19 Oct
26-Oct-18
27-Oct-18

Day

Event/Speaker
Special Exhibition: Sunken Treasure, the Underwater Secret
Mon
MV Committee meeting - all welcome
Wed-Fri Visit to Singapore
Fri
Talk on Malay Wedding Collection by Jamil Haron
Sat
Talk on "Where Australia Collides with Asia" by Ian Burnet

Apologies to those who turned up for Jamil Haron’s talk on 20.9.18 which has been postponed.
Please note that all events listed above are subject to confirmation. When an event is confirmed, the
Focus team will send out an email to announce it and request for registrations for attendance.

Miscellaneous
SCHOOL VISITS: Please contact Yee Chun Wah at 016-282 2167 or imagetalk88@yahoo.com if you
would like to help with the school visits.
BLOG: Please do contribute to our MV blog. Send your articles to Magan at magan25@gmail.com
PHOTOS: Taken any must-share photos of artefacts or people lately? Send them to
karenllc@gmail.com with a short description and we will post them up.
http://museumvolunteersjmm.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Museum-Volunteers-Department-of-Museums-Malaysia
http://www.jmm.gov.my/en/museum/muzium-negara
http://www.muziumnegara.gov.my/
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