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What ishappeningwith the MVs?

Happy New Year! | trust you had a good holiday season and have settled comfortably into 2018.
With the party mood, not a lot has happened with MV since the last newsletter. The most significant
event would be Batch 30 Training (phase 1) completed on 16 December! They will receive their
course completion certificates on 10 March, but to graduate they have to work on Phase 2 towards
being able to conduct a 1 hour tour.

The Chitties of Melaka

The book, 'The Chitties of Melaka', is out. In this book, authors Karen Loh and Jegatheesan Velupillay
take us through the customs and practices of the little-known Chitty community. Check out their
book at: https://museumvolunteersimm.com/the-chitties-of-melaka/

The Chitties, or Chettis, of Melaka are one of the first
communities of Peranakan descent in Malaysia. They The CHITTIES ofMELAKA
are descendants of South Indian traders who married
local women during the earliest days of the Melaka
Sultanate. These intermarriages have resulted in a
unique and colourful heritage of a community whose
language, food, dress, as well as religious and cultural
practices, are influenced not only by their Hindu
beliefs but also by the traditions of their neighbours.
However, while being well known in Melaka, little is
known about them in the other states of Malaysia.

An initial study of this community by the authors led
to a keen interest in their way of life and, with the ~
support of the Department of Museums Malaysia, they have recorded their discoveries in this book.

It is hoped that this book will promote a better knowledge and understanding of the Melaka Chitties.

Price yet to be decided. The book will be on sale at the Muzium Library soon!

Melaka Peranakan Chetti

community leader dies sadly Mr K Nadarajan

MELAKA: A well-known activist of the Peranakan Chetti .

community here, K. Nadarajan Raja, passed away yesterday Raja, who helped a lot

morning after a year battling leukaemia. with the book and whose
The 54-year-old had been instrumental in preserving the .

heritage and culture of the Chetti community since the 1980s. photo is on the cover of

He leaves behind his wife and three children. His remains
were cremated at the Jelutong memorial park here according to | the book, passed away
Hindu rites on the same day. on 9 January.

Melaka Public Affairs, Human Resources and NGO Affairs
committee chairman Datuk M.S. Mahadevan described
Nadarajan as a soft-spoken man and easy to mix around with. -

Melaka Museum Authority general manager Datuk Khamis
Abas said he had lost a good friend.
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School/University/Group visits

While most of our December accomplishments involved going on vacation, tucking into festive
Christmas food and exploiting YES (Year End Sale), Yee Chun Wah and team were hard at work with
several group visits.

Violent Crimes Department from the Republic of Korea, 4 December

More photos on Facebook.
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Other Reasons to leave hoen

The Ordinary People On Merdeka Day
Thursday, 25 January 2018 | 12:45 pm to 1:45 pm

How well do you know Malaysia? Looking back, it has been 60 years since the Nation achieved
her independence. But, did the people then understand what Merdeka meant? The country had
been under the British's administration for too long. How did the different ethnic groups see the
change of the political scene in Malaya then? Were there much talks or discussions among the
people? Was the subject matter discussed in schools? Many more questions unanswered. Let's
find out more from an academician who had gone through that era - Tan Sri Khoo Kay Kim,
Professor of Malaysian History, University of Malaysia. Come and join us as Prof. Khoo discusses
how merdeka had (or hadn't) affected our day-to-day lives - the life of the ordinary Malaysian.

Registration is required. Free admission.
To reserve your seat, please email the following information to museumprog@bnm.gov.my :

Name of Programme / Workshop
Name of Participant

Age

Contact number

Email

Photos by: National Archives Malaysia

M a| a\/S|a: Malaysia: 60 Cetera Somethings
Now up to February 2018
‘ q Level 2, Temporary Exhibition Gallery
; ] Admission is Free

\, v Bank Negara Malaysia Museum and Art Gallery

Ce era Sasana Kijang

2, Jalan Dato Onn
Kuala Lumpur
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Mak Yong Titis Sakti

What happens when you take a classic written by one of the
greatest English playwrights ever and re-tell it through one of the
oldest traditional art forms from Malaysia?

After eight long years, The Actors Studio Seni Teater Rakyat will
be bringing back the magical Mak Yong Titis Sakti, a Mak Yong
performance based on the story of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer
Night’s Dream under the direction of visionary director Norzizi
Zulkifli.

With its mystical setting in an enchanted forest, Mak Yong Titis
Sakti’s story on the three types of love — the perfect love, the
forbidden love and the unrequited love — is an appealing one.

an - Feb 2018

Add to singing, dancing and an element of comedy, it is an ;;/TAS ;
entertaining watch even for those who are not familiar with Mak
Yong.

Date & Time |

27 Jan, 1 -3 Feb 2018 @ 8.30pm

28 Jan, 4 Feb @ 3pm

Venue | Pentas 1, The Kuala Lumpur Performing Arts Centre (klpac)
Ticket Price |

Standard — RM 80/ RM 60

Concession — RM40 (TAS Card Holder/Senior Citizen/ Disabled/ Student)

www.klpac.org

New Pieces on the Blog @ museumvolunteersimm.com

“A rainy wet morning to Sekinchan (8th November 2017)” by Elena Shim & Mona Tan, 28/12/17
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Mark this in your calendar

Date Day | Event/Speaker

8/12-15/4 Special Exhibition: Cartoon & Us, Gallery 2
20/11-28/2 Special Exhibition: Pop Yeh Yeh, Gallery 3
22-Jan-18 Mon | MVIJ: Japan School of KL visits MN
22-Jan-18 Mon | AISEC Taylors University visits MN
25-Jan-18 Thu | MVF Regard Croises: Talks on Penang
31-Jan-18 Wed | THAIPUSAM

1-Feb-18 Thu | FT DAY

2-Feb-18 Fri MV Committee meeting - all welcome
3-Feb-18 Sat Sunway International School visits MN
10-Feb-18 Sat Datuk Nadarajah talk "Bujang Valley"
16-Feb-18 Fri CHINESE NEW YEAR

10-Mar-18 Sat Graduation B28 & B29 & Course Completion B30
13-Mar-18 Tue | "The Chitties of Melaka" book launch
21-Mar-18 Wed | Visit to Kuala Kangsar

July/August Visit to JB & Singapore (to be confirmed)

Miscellaneous

SCHOOL VISITS: Please contact Marie Andree
madreeabt@gmail.com if you would like to help

with the school visits.

BLOG: Please do contribute to our MV blog. Send
your articles to Magan at magan25@gmail.com

FACEBOOK: If you like taking photos, please upload
your photos of MV events to “Museum Volunteers,

Department of Museums Malaysia” Facebook.

http://museumvolunteersimm.com/

https://www.facebook.com/Museum-Volunteers-

Department-of-Museums-Malaysia

http://www.jmm.gov.my/en/museum/muzium-

Datuk V. Nadarajan

negara

If you wish to

Chairman of the Bujang Vc”ey S’rudy Circle

http://WWW.mUZiUmnegara.gov.mV/ |ec rn more Lawyer and Author of

5|]Page

‘Bujang Vo”ey, The Wonder that was Ancient Kedah

about this

os+ounding Date : 10 February 2018 (Saturday)
Time : 10:00 a.m.
aspect of our Venue: Discovery Room, Muzium Negara
national hiS’fOfy, * Limited seats only. Reservation is required.
d 5 o Please email to monatan2022@gmail.com
O Join us... on or before 03 February 2018.

** Lunch will be served.
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