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What is happening with the MVs? 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
 
Dear fellow MVs, 
 
²ƛǘƘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘΣ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ 
for good, we got our training programme back 
on gear in 2017. Having to cancel the training 
programme in 2016 and turning down many 
who were interested to sign up, this was a 
priority. Tuesday training commenced in 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƻƴ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
with 35 trainees while our Japanese MVs had 8 
trainees. We also organised another training session for the Saturday group later in September for 
20 trainees. A big Thank You to all our trainers and mentors for your dedication and hard work. You 
have ensured that our new docents are confident and ready to guide. I would also like to thank Unit 
Latihan for their support. Appreciation also goes out to May and our librarians for assisting our 
trainees with the necessary books for their reference.  
 
2017 saw a change in the Focus leadership. We thank Elizabeth for her enthusiastic ideas and energy 
she brought to the Focus team and welcome Mona and Alvin, our first husband-and-wife team, as 
the new coordinators. They already have many exciting events and trips lined up for 2018. Do keep a 
look out! I also wish to thank Magan for maintaining our website with interesting articles, Cze Yan 
for her very entertaining and informative monthly Screamers, and to the schools programme team 
led by Marie-Andree and Yee, who seem to tackle the hundreds of school children visiting with ease 
and professionalism. 
 
Waa ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ōƻƻƪ ǎƻƻƴ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ /ƘƛǘǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ aŜƭŀƪŀΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
collaborative efforts of Jega, Magan and myself. It covers the history, customs, culture and traditions 
of the Chitty community living in Melaka extensively beginning from the time they were born, rites 
and practices before and during a wedding, ancestor worship, festivals, food and even death rituals. 
The book is also complimented with many photographs. I hope that you will enjoy reading it as much 
as we have enjoyed recording and writing it. We will let you know as soon as the book is available for 
sale. 
 
On a personal note, I am glad to see the end of 2017. I underwent an operation in January and it 
took me 5 months to get back on my feet. I am grateful to Cze Yan who stepped up as acting 
President and thank Jega, Poh Leng, Jamil and Fiza for all your support and assistance. 
 
Thank you once again for volunteering your time at the museum. Hope to see more of you in 2018. 
Happy Holidays and Happy New Year. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
Karen Loh 
President, MV JMM 
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Who is Who? 
 

 
 
 
Time for an update! Museum Volunteers is a department under Bahagian Komunikasi Korporat 
(Corporate Communications Department) which is a department under Jabatan Muzium Malaysia 
(Department of Museums Malaysia). Museum Volunteers is not a department under Muzium Negara 
although this museum is the focus of our work and activities.  Muzium Negara is one of many 
museums managed by JMM. 
 
 

Jabatan Muzium Malaysia (Department of Museums Malaysia) 

Datuk Kamarul Baharin bin A. Kasim  Ketua Pengarah (Director General) 

En. Mohd Azmi bin Mohd Yusof  Timbalan Ketua Pengarah (Permuziuman) (Deputy DG (Museology)) 

  

Bahagian Komunikasi Korporat (Corporate Communications Department) 

Puan Roslelawati bt. Abdullah  Pengurus (Manager) 

En. Jamil bin Haron  Kurator (Curator) 

Puan Norfiza bt. Zainal Abidin  Penolong Kurator (Assistant Curator) 

   
Muzium Negara (National Museum)  
En. Azmi bin Ismail  Pengarah (Director) 

Cik Hazwani binti Haroon  Pembantu Setiausaha Pejabat (Secretary)  

Cik Darniza bt. Daut @ Mohmud  Timbalan Pengarah (Deputy Director) 

En. Zambri Unyah  Kurator (Curator) 

Puan Fadhliatun bt. Azmi  Kurator (Curator) 

En. Badrolhisham bin Abd. Rahman  Penolong Kurator Kanan (Assistant Senior Curator) 

Puan Noor Wahida bt. Hasan Penolong Kurator (Assistant Curator) 
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Museum Volunteers Committee  
Karen Loh President 

Kon Cze Yan Treasurer/Statistics/Newsletter 

Chen Poh Leng  Secretary/Trainer 

Jegatheesan Velupillay Trainer 

Jean-Marie Metzger Trainer 

Lim Ee Lin Trainer 

KC Yong Trainer 

Ching Yook Ling Trainer 

Marie Andree Abt Schools Programme 

Yee Chun Wah Schools Programme 

Mona Tan Focus Events 

Alvin Woon Focus Events 

Maganjeet Kaur Research & Webmistress 

May Yau Library 

Mariko Maruyama Japanese President 

Mariko Shozawa Japanese Vice President 

Kaoru Kawasaki Japanese Vice President & Liaison 

Kayoko Omata Japanese Liaison 

Danie Picot French Liaison 

 
 

MVJ: Visit by Kanagawa Prefectural Yokohama Senior High School of 
International Studies, 7-8 Nov 2017 
 
244 students from this Yokohama school visited over 2 days in November! 
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±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ǊǳƭƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘȅ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ aǳȊƛǳƳ bŜƎŀǊŀ, 
12/11/2017 
By Mariko Maruyama 

On 12th November, Mr. Masahiko KOMURA, Vice President of the Liberal Democratic Party and 

former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Japan visited Muzium Negara on the way to Kompleks Sukan 

Negara in Shah Alam to attend the Japanese Budo (or martial arts) Demonstration, which was 

organized by Nippon Budokan Foundation as part of commemorative events for the 60th anniversary 

of the establishment of diplomatic relation between Japan and Malaysia. 

He was accompanied by his wife, Mrs. Haruko KOMURA and Japanese officials comprising Mr. 

Hiroyuki ORIKASA, MinisterςCounselor and Mr. Fumiteru NISHIKAWA, First Secretary, both from 

Embassy of Japan in Malaysia, Mr. Yoshihisa ISHIKAWA, Senior Regional Coordinator and Ms. Yuko 

SAKURAI, both from Second Southeast Asia Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, and Mr. 

Kentaro NISHI, Police Inspector for Mr. Komura. 

aǊΦ ϧ aǊǎΦ YƻƳǳǊŀ ǿŜǊŜ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ōȅ a±WΩǎ aŜƎǳƳƛ 

Yamada for one hour, who commented after the 

tour that the couple enjoyed learning about the 

Malaysian history and showed special interests in 

ǘƘŜ aŀƭŀŎŎŀ ǊǳƭŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ LǎƭŀƳ ƛƴ DŀƭƭŜǊȅ . 

and Portuguese firearms in Gallery C, which were 

also introduced to Japan in the 16th century.  

 

 

WaaΩǎ 9ƴΦ aƻƘŘ WŀƳƛƭ ōƛƴ IŀǊƻƴ ŀƭǎƻ 

ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ a±WΩǎ Mariko 

Maruyama and Mariko Shozawa. A copy of ά! 

aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀƴ ¢ŀǇŜǎǘǊȅέ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ aǊΦ 

Komura in remembrance of his visit to the 

national museum. 
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Trip to Penang for the French MVs of Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta, Singapore and 
Bangkok, 14-16 Nov 2017 
By Marie Andree Abt 
 
After a long preparation by Danie, Anne and the newly back Laurence, 10 FMV from Kuala boarded 
the train for Penang at 9am on Tuesday 14th. Some slept; some studied their presentation but most 
talked, talked, talked, happy to be together. 

 
Arrived at Georgetown we 
needed cars to go to the hotel. 
Happily, most of us were well 
equipped and soon 2 grab cars 
(one with 6 people with their 
suitcase on their knees!) 
arrived at the hotel. Here we 
discovered a very nice retro 
hotel. We met Saida and 2 
guides from Jakarta, one from 
Bangkok and 10 from 
Singapore. 
 
Right this very evening, the 
presentations began. 
 
 

Danie presented us the Suffolk house where we had a very good dinner. 
 
On Wednesday we went to Fort Cornwallis presented again by Danie, the Francis Light specialist. 
Then we met Yeap Chor Ee very kind daughter at his house cum museum where Laurence spoke 
about street art and Anne explained how to date a shop house. So, all along the next walks we 
looked at street art and shop houses. These walks bring us to Khoo Kongsi, it was time for Hildy to 
ƎƛǾŜ ƘŜǊ ǘŀƭƪΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άŀǇŜǊƻέ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ 
migration to Malaya. 
 
On Thursday, still looking for street art, we went to Lee Jetty where 
Catherine explained to us why people are living in houses above 
water. Then Jean Marie gave us a Chinese lesson and a clear 
presentation of Chinese religions at Kuan Yin temple. We finished the 
official trip at the blue house with another very nice lunch and we 
summed up our knowledge on Baba Nyonya with Marie and listened 
to the fabulous story of Cheong Fatt Tze narrated by Josiane. Then it 
was time for the Jakarta ladies to go get their plane and most of the 
17 ladies left went shopping, accompanied by a very patient Jean-
Marie indeed! 
 
Part of the presentations will make the next French Focus on 21st 
December. 
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Friends of Museums Singapore, 21/11/17 
By Karen Loh 
 
I met up with Clara Chan, President of Friends of Museum 
Singapore (FOMS), recently on 21 November at the National 
Museum, Singapore. Clara was warm, friendly and charming. A 
few things I took away from the meeting and wish for our MV 
group going forward are:  FOMS has around 1,500 members, 
provide guided tours in at least 6 museums around Singapore 
and organize free weekly lectures every Monday which is open 
to the public. Will we be able to grow and do all of this? 
 

MV Vests 
 
There have been complaints about dirty smelly vests. Jamil is aware of this and will be doing 
something to address this. 
 

MV Record Book at the front desk 
 
It has been noticed that many MVs bring their friends and relatives to visit Muzium Negara. Please 
register your friends and relatives in the MV book at the front desk. That book is to record all tours 
or visits conducted by MVs - regular 10am tours, VIP tours, school tours, friends, relatives, etc.  
 

Toilets 
 
Hurray! The toilets have been renovated and they are FREE. Yes, no charge. 

Reasons to leave home 
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New Pieces on the Blog @ museumvolunteersjmm.com 

¶ άA Visit to the National Education Museum (18 September 2017)έ by Mona Tan Gin Bee, 8/12/17 

¶ άYƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŀǎƛέ ōȅ DƻƘ ¸ƻƪŜ ¢ƻƴƎΣ нуκммκмт 

¶ ά5ŀǘƻΩ YƻƴƎ ƻǊ bŀ ¢ǳƪ YƻƴƎ ƻǊ [ŀ ¢ǳƪ YƻƴƎ ƻǊ 5ŀǘƻΩ YŜǊŀƳŀǘ ƻǊ , who are they?έ ōȅ 
Jean-Marie Metzger, 20/11/17 

 

Other Interesting News 

Night tour of KL museums to begin in 2018 
Dubbed άMuseum Night Trail-Amazing Museums By Nightέ, the programme will become an annual 
ŦƛȄǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŘƛŀǊȅ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻǳǘƛƴƎ 
slated for November next year. It will kick off next year and will be held on the first and third 
Saturday of November and December. The night visits will begin at 8 p.m. and end at the National 
Museum at Jalan Damansara at 11 p.m.  
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/jom/2017/12/313573/night-tour-kl-museums-begin-2018 
 

 
 

https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/jom/2017/12/313573/night-tour-kl-museums-begin-2018
http://www.jmm.gov.my/en/content/cartoon-us-exhibition
http://www.jmm.gov.my/en/content/pop-yeh-yeh-music-exhibition
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Christmas gift ideas 
 
Our MV authored book ά! aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀƴ ¢ŀǇŜǎǘǊȅέ is still available for 
purchase from JMM Library at RM25 only! It is the best selling book at 
JMM Library! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remember also these books written by our MVs: 
 
 
 

 
The Towns of Malaya : An Illustrated Urban 
History of the Peninsula Up to 1957 [Hardcover] 
by Dr Neil Khor, Mariana Isa, Maganjeet Kaur 
 
A compelling analysis of the history, 
development, planning and architecture of the 
major towns of Peninsular Malaysia. Fully 
illustrated with archival photographs and maps. 
 
RM99.00 Kinokuniya Online Price  
RM89.10 Kinokuniya Privilege Card Member 
Price 
 

 
Kuala Lumpur Street Names : A Guide to Their 
Meanings & Histories [Paperback] 
by Mariana Isa, Maganjeet Kaur 
 
RM59.90 Kinokuniya Online Price  
RM53.91 Kinokuniya Privilege Card Member 
Price 
 
 

Mark this in your calendar 

 

Date Day Event/Speaker 

8/12-15/4 
 

Special Exhibition: Cartoon & Us, Gallery 2 

20/11-28/2 
 

Special Exhibition: Pop Yeh Yeh, Gallery 3 

16-Dec-17 Sat MV Batch 30 training ends 

21-Dec-17 Thu MVF Regard Croises 

https://bci.kinokuniya.com/jsp/images/book-img/97898/97898146/9789814610223.JPG
https://bci.kinokuniya.com/jsp/images/book-img/97898/97898145/9789814561549.JPG
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1-Jan-18 Mon NEW YEAR 

9-Jan-18 Tue MV Committee meeting - all welcome 

13-Jan-18 Sat Datuk Nadarajah talk - Bujang Valley 

22-Jan-18 Mon MVJ: Japan School of KL visits MN 

31-Jan-18 Wed THAIPUSAM 

1-Feb-18 Thu FT DAY 

16-Feb-18 Fri CHINESE NEW YEAR 

10-Mar-18 Sat Graduation B28 & B29 & Course Completion B30 (to be confirmed) 

21-Mar-18 Wed Visit to Kuala Kangsar (to be confirmed) 

July 
 

Visit to JB & Singapore (to be dreamed of!) 

 

Miscellaneous 

SCHOOL VISITS: Please contact Marie Andree madreeabt@gmail.com if you would like to help with the school 
visits. 
 
BLOG: Please do contribute to our MV blog. Send your articles to Magan at magan25@gmail.com 
 
FACEBOOKΥ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǳǇƭƻŀŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻŦ a± ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ άaǳǎŜǳƳ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ aǳǎŜǳƳǎ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀέ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦ  
 
http://museumvolunteersjmm.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/Museum-Volunteers-Department-of-Museums-Malaysia 
http://www.jmm.gov.my/en/museum/muzium-negara 
http://www.muziumnegara.gov.my/ 

 

 

mailto:madreeabt@gmail.com
mailto:magan25@gmail.com
http://museumvolunteersjmm.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Museum-Volunteers-Department-of-Museums-Malaysia
http://www.jmm.gov.my/en/museum/muzium-negara
http://www.muziumnegara.gov.my/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj0vv2-7IrYAhUIpJQKHYaXCy0QjRwIBw&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3D1ntAursKcwU&psig=AOvVaw2u5NSj6r2pTk6ln8F0RC_t&ust=1513387104513068

