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What has been happening lately?

What is going to happen to Muzium Negara?
Well, it remains to be seen!
So we are to carry on “business as usual”. Nobody
wants to speak officially on this, but it is unlikely
anything will happen in the next 2 years. In fact,
budget has been allocated for training in 2017! The
next training programme is tentatively scheduled for
February-June 2017.

Inaugural MV Japanese Culture Day & Bazaar, 24/9/16
Are MVs crazy? Evidence of this came to light on 24/9/16. Jamil had a bright idea of Muzium Negara
showcasing Japanese Culture and hey let’s throw in a bazaar as well. We agreed!
The day started off rather ominously as the car park was absolutely overflowing by 10am. There was
another event happening at the auditorium! Signage to the bazaar was also lacking. Things were
doing better indoors – kimono/yukata and iai demonstrations - and several Malaysians became very
attached to their yukata outfits.
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Outdoors at the bazaar, things were heating up - the temperature faster than the crowd. There was
an eclectic mix of 25 stalls offering household stuff, clothes, jewellery, food, books and Japanese
things of course.
The heat must have been frying our brains and
strange things were happening. Karen was
minding other people’s business (hawking pies,
jams and tarts) while her mother, sister,
husband, son and little nephew were minding
her business of antique shipwreck artefacts. But
her mind was at ease as she did have a big sign
on her table “Once Broken Considered Sold”.
She clarified that she meant “more broken”.
Jean-Marie was happily stamping parking tickets
like a Malaysian Official - luckily he has
diplomatic immunity.

And the usually serious and intellectual Jega was selling nasi lemak and apam balik with the help of
Poh Leng.
The day ended with Nahako
and other MVJs teaching us to
dance “Bon Odori”. Without a
beautiful yukata, we looked
like we were trying to dance
“Thriller”!
Kudos to Elizabeth and team
for organising the happy
event! And congratulations to
the MVJ for a most
entertaining day!
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PCORE-UM History Forum: The Study of History, 22/10/16
We have been invited by PCORE, an NGO dedicated to promoting
peace and unity, to a forum discussing the teaching of history.
Time: 8 am - 5 pm
Venue: Lecture Theatre A, University Malaya
Please let Magan know by 14/10/16 if you are interested in
attending so that we can register as a group. See Magan’s email
for brochure. (magan25@gmail.com)

MV 10th Anniversary Party
“1001 Arabian Nights”, 19/11/16
Only RM30 for MV members. RM65 for guests.
Membership has its privileges! As it’s our 10th
anniversary, members’ tickets will be heavily
subsidised.
The venue is Byblos, a Lebanese restaurant in
the latest happening place TREC, Jalan Tun
Razak. There will be a big Lebanese buffet,
story telling Arabian style, a genie, belly
dancing performance and “class”, live music,
shisha demo, etc etc. And some people also
graduate!
Please contact Kon Cze Yan for tickets
czeyan@gmail.com
012-208 9181

Textile Museum Training, 7 & 8 Dec 2016
The Textile Museum needs volunteer guides! Interested MVs may attend their training - two
morning sessions on 7 & 8 Dec 2016. Further details will be announced soon.

New Pieces on the Blog @ museumvolunteersjmm.com
Sadly, nothing new in the last month.
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Other interesting bits
The Star, Wednesday, 21 September 2016
So Aunty, So What? by June H.L. Wong

No sex please, he’s...
There’s a reason why for decades filmmakers could not make a movie on Sarawak’s first White
Rajah. Is the time finally right for it to happen?
Continue reading on ….. http://www.thestar.com.my/opinion/columnists/so-aunty-sowhat/2016/09/21/no-sex-please-hes-theres-a-reason-why-for-decades-filmmakers-could-not-makea-movie-on-sarawaks-firs/
Penang Monthly, September 2016

Penang: The Rebel State (Part One)
By Koay Su Lyn
In the post-war period before Merdeka, Penang attempted to secede from the Federation. This
remains an obscure tale, even for Penangites. In the first of a two-part article, we revisit this
phenomenon and trace the sparks of the state’s secessionist movement from 1948 to 1951.
Continue reading on ….. http://penangmonthly.com/penang-the-rebel-state-part-one/

What’s coming up?
Date
Day Time Event/Speaker
11-Oct-16 Tue
Visit to Royal Gallery & Istana Alam Shah
18-Oct-16 Tue 3pm Songket Exhibition launch, Muzium Negara
22-Oct-16 Sat
8-5 PCORE-UM History Forum: The Study of History, UM
2 or 3 Nov
Wayang Kulit Exhibition launch, Muzium Negara
11-Nov-16 Fri 10am MV Committee meeting
16-Nov-16 Wed
Matrix Global School visits
19-Nov-16 Sat 8pm MV 10th Anniversary Party & Graduation
25-Nov-16 Fri
2-4 Chinese Tea Ceremony, Purple Cane
7 & 8 Dec
Textile Museum Training

Details
YET TO BE CONFIRMED

120 students, 13-14 years

Misc
SCHOOL VISITS: Please contact Marie Andree madreeabt@gmail.com if you would like to help with
the school visits.
BLOG: Please do contribute to our MV blog. Send your articles to Magan at magan25@gmail.com
FACEBOOK: If you like taking photos, please upload your photos of MV events to “Museum
Volunteers, Department of Museums Malaysia” Facebook.
http://museumvolunteersjmm.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Museum-Volunteers-Department-of-Museums-Malaysia
http://www.jmm.gov.my/en/museum/muzium-negara
http://www.muziumnegara.gov.my/
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