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What is happening with the MVs?
MVJ Field Trip around Kuala Lumpur, 4/10/17
By Kayoko Omata & Kaoru Kawasaki
Twenty-six MVJs took a bus to explore our
beloved city—Kuala Lumpur.
Firstly, we visited Parliament of Malaysia.
The Parliament staffs took us around the
main block. Along the hallway, there were
portraits of past and present Agongs
(right side) and Prime Ministers (left side).
We had a chance to visit House of
Representatives.

Then we moved to Merdeka Stadium, where the
formal declaration of independence of the
Federation of Malaya took place. Redevelopment
project is going on around the stadium, so it seemed
hard to enter in appearance, but inside the stadium
was well kept and very peaceful. At entrance and
exit area of the stadium, there were several big
panels of road to Merdeka photo collages.
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After lunch at Sasana Kijang, we visited Merdeka
Square, Lee Rubber Building, and the Pudu Prison site,
where the Japanese occupation forces held POWs and
resistance activists during WWII and Japanese war
criminals were detained after WWII. Currently, a largescale commercial and residential complex is under
construction there.

Our last stop was the Japanese Cemetery of Kuala Lumpur. Established in 1891, it has been served as
a resting place for hundreds of Japanese who lost their lives in Malaysia.

Thanks to Mr. Yoshigai, the organizer, and Orex
Travel & Tours, we learned a lot about history of
Kuala Lumpur.

Batch 28 Melaka Field Trip, 10/10/17
23 trainees and their trainers hopped onto a JMM bus for Melaka on 10th October. It was a day
packed with historical revelations, spiritual expansion and cultural encounters. Melaka Museum,
Chitty Museum, churches, temples and mosques. The living were also covered – working craftsmen
albeit working on “dying trades”. Rama Ramanathan and Leslie Muri have written a very detailed
account of their day. See MV Blog.
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Ambassador of France to Malaysia visits Muzium Negara, 14/10/17
By Jean Marie Metzger
On October 14th, the newly appointed Ambassador of France to Malaysia, H.E. Frédéric Laplanche
visited the National Museum. He was accompanied by the Counsellor for Cooperation and Cultural
Affairs, Mr Roland Husson, and the Consul, Ms Isabelle Cornand, and spouses.
The Ambassador was greeted by officials from JMM and National Museum, who accompanied him
through his 2.5 hours visit of the four galleries, guided by Jean-Marie Metzger (Batch 23…how can it
be we have already reached Batch 30!).
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At the end of the visit, H.E. Frédéric
Laplanche signed the Guest book and was
presented a gift in remembrance of his visit.
The Embassy of France to Malaysia does
expect that this first contact with the
National Museum and its authorities will be
the start of a fruitful cooperation.
Discussions with JMM will certainly continue
to see what kind of events can be organised
jointly in the future.
For those who want to be kept informed
about the actions of the Embassy of France
in Malaysia, they can follow the hashtag
#FranceinMalaysia on Facebook, Instagram
and Twitter :
• www.facebook.com/franceinmalaysia
• www.instagram.com/franceinmalaysia
• www.twitter.com/frinmalaysia

Visit to Sekinchan, 8/11/17
20 people went on this trip organised by Mona
Tan and Alvin Woon. They visited the Paddy
Gallery, Datuk Kong Temple, Wishing Tree and
Pantai Redang. Elena Shim will be posting a write
up soon – watch for it on the MV Blog.
For the impatient and interested, see
www.sekinchan.org. I had to because
“Despondent Me” was unable to join the trip.
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MV 11th Anniversary Party “FMS Cronies & Coolies”, 11/11/17
First there were slaves, then there were indentured labourers, and then there were Museum
Volunteers. We are the 21st century Coolies but on 11/11/17, some of us went above our station and
became Cronies. 45 attended the lunch at Geographer Café, KL. Three hours of chit chat and eating.
Mariana Isa A.K.A. (for the day) “Frank Swetteham” attempted to elevate the conversation by posing
several important questions every self-respecting FMS officer would know. The final question was a
no-brainer: What was Frank Swettenham’s mistress’ name? (a) Miss Good (b) Miss Bad (c) Miss
Behave! (Well, some would say any mistress would be all three!)
President Karen Loh gave a short speech in which she touched on her demi “annus horribilis” but
fortunately she has recovered. She thanked all MVs for their hard work and said some difficult
farewells. Junko Hayamizu will be returning to Japan at the end of November. She will be missed.
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Reasons to leave home

New Pieces on the Blog @ museumvolunteersjmm.com
“MV trainees on a guided tour of Melaka – Part 1” by Rama Ramanathan, 30/10/17
“MV trainees on a guided tour of Melaka – Part 2” by Leslie Muri, 8/11/17

Other Interesting News
Sungai Lembing used to be called El Dorado of the East
The Star, 12/11/17
http://www.star2.com/travel/malaysia/2017/11/12/sungai-lembing-used-to-be-called-el-dorado-ofthe-east/

More than just about Birch and Maharaja Lela
The Star, 13/11/17
https://www.thestar.com.my/metro/focus/2017/11/13/more-than-just-about-birch-and-maharajalela-kampung-gajah-a-mustsee-for-tourists-as-it-is-steeped-i/

Mark this in your calendar

Date
11/8-31/12
14-16 Nov
21-Nov-17
23-Nov-17
11-Dec-17
16-Dec-17
13-Jan-18
10-Feb-18
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Day

Tue
Thu
Mon
Sat
Sat
Sat

Event/Speaker
Special Exhibition: Bangkit Bersama showcasing Malaysia's sporting legacy
MVF meeting with Singapore & Jakarta MVs in Penang
Jamil & Karen Loh meeting with Singapore Museum Volunteers
MVF: Association of Francophone Malaysia to visit Muzium Negara
MV Committee meeting - all welcome
MV Batch 30 training ends
Datuk Nadarajah talk - Bujang Valley
Graduation & Course Completion (to be confirmed)
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Miscellaneous
SCHOOL VISITS: Please contact Marie Andree madreeabt@gmail.com if you would like to help with the school
visits.
BLOG: Please do contribute to our MV blog. Send your articles to Magan at magan25@gmail.com
FACEBOOK: If you like taking photos, please upload your photos of MV events to “Museum Volunteers,
Department of Museums Malaysia” Facebook.
http://museumvolunteersjmm.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Museum-Volunteers-Department-of-Museums-Malaysia
http://www.jmm.gov.my/en/museum/muzium-negara
http://www.muziumnegara.gov.my/
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