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Dear MVs,
Yes, our President Karen Loh is back in action! She is on the road to recovery. Welcome back, Karen!
I am also back at the Screamer. I was merely on the road (travelling). Thank you Natalia Gutierrez for
compiling and writing the February and March issues. She did a great job. Sadly she has to leave
Malaysia next month. Is there anybody out there who would like to try the Newsletter? It’s fun!
In this issue, we have many exciting things to report. Everybody and Anybody who is a Somebody
wants to visit Muzium Negara and get a guided tour by our MVs! Muzium Negara is a very happening
place! And to top this, MVs get invited to visit a Royal Palace. Read on ……
Cze Yan

What has been happening at Muzium Negara?
Visitors from Japan’s Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI), 21/3/2017
By Mayumi Nomura
On 21 March, two officers of Japan’s Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI), a researcher
of Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO), and attache from Embassy of Japan visited Museum
Negara. They were:
• Mr. Koichiro KATAOKA, Director, Economic Policy Unit, METI Japan (Center)
• Mr. Ryosuke FUJII, Industrial Researcher, JETRO Singapore (the third from the left)
• Mr. Takahiro MATSUO, Deputy Director, Economic Policy Unit, METI Japan (the third from the
right)
• Mr. Sosuke TANAKA, Commercial Attaché, Embassy of Japan in Malaysia (the second from the
left)
They were on the way of roundvisits in South East Asia to
research multi-religious and
economic development. Mr. Ken
Nomura, MV Japanese, guided
galleries. After the tour, Mr.
Kataoka commented that it was
compact and informative to learn
long-history and diverse cultural
heritage of Malaysia.

From JMM, Pn. Fadhilatun binti Azmi(the far right), Em. Badrol
Hisham Abd Rahman (the far left), Pn. Noor Wahida Hassan
and MVJ, Mrs. Mayumi Nomura attended.
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MP from France visits, 24/3/17
Mr Thierry Mariani, Member of Parliament France from Party Les
Republicains & Representative of French Expatriates in SE Asia, visited
Muzium Negara on 24th March. He was guided by Danie Picot for 2 hours who
said Mr Mariani enjoyed learning about Malaysian history and especially
about trade winds.

Chairman of Nederlands Malaysia Association visits, 24/3/17
On Friday 24th March, Jegatheesan
gave a tour for the Chairman of the
Nederlands Malaysia Association. He is
Mr. Albert Leffe from the Nederlands.
He was accompanied by his wife and
the meeting was arranged by Dennis de
Witt.

Talk by Rose Gan on “The Fascinating World of the Minangkabau”, 25/3/17
By Kon Cze Yan
Rose Gan gave a fascinating talk about the Minangkabau people, an
ethnic group indigenous to West Sumatra, Indonesia. Now we know why
they have pointy roofs and pointy hats. She recounted the legend of the
“David vs Goliath” fight between a little baby buffalo and a very large and
mean buffalo – as the explanation of their name Minangkabau. Not only
are their little buffalos empowered, the Minangkabau are a matrilineal
society. The men, not to be left out of the action, go “merantau” to seek
knowledge or fortune – leading to a diaspora of Minangs.
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French President Hollande’s entourage visits Muzium Negara, 28/3/17
By Jean-Marie Metzger
(French President Francois Hollande was on a three-nation lightning tour of Southeast Asia –
Singapore, Malaysia, and Indonesia – from March 26-29. He is the second French president to ever
visit Malaysia, with the last being Jacques Chirac over a decade ago. Hollande’s visit also occurred
during the year where both countries are commemorating the 60th anniversary of their ties.)
On the 28th of March the French President of the Republic, Mr François Hollande, made a State visit
to Malaysia.
Unfortunately he did not have time to visit the National Museum, but a group of lawmakers, both
from the French National Assembly and from the Senate, spent some time to visit the four Galleries
of Muzium Negara. They were greeted by En. Azmi bin Ismail, Director of the Museum, and other
Museum staff.

The French Delegation was headed by Senator Gérard Miquel, President of the Senate friendship
group South-East Asia/France. Other friendship sub-groups were represented by their president such
as Singapore (Mrs Marie-Hélène des Esgaux), Indonesia (Mr Jean-Jacques Guillet), Malaysia (Mrs
Bariza Khiari).
In addition, the group was accompanied by Mrs Sophie Makariou, President of the Musée Guimet,
National Museum for Asian Arts, based in Paris (http://www.guimet.fr/en/).
They were guided through the different galleries
by MV Jean-Marie Metzger. Though the limited
time available for the visit imposed to rush
through the four galleries, leaving aside some of
the usual features of our guided tours, the
lawmakers appeared very interested in protohistory and the birth of the Malay kingdoms.
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It remained a challenge for our MV to make his presentation in front of a specialist of Asian arts such
as Mrs Makariou. This led, nevertheless, to an interesting debate on the respective qualities of the
Avalokitesvara statue of Musée Guimet and the one in the National Museum of Malaysia. Apart from
the fact that the statue in Paris has ten arms, while ours has only eight (minus one!), the beauty of
each was discussed : guess who won the contest ? According to Mrs Makariou it is the « French »
Avalokitesvara!

Avalokitesvara (Indonesia) -Musée Guimet

Avalokitesvara ( ???) -Muzeum Negara

Visit to Istana Alam Shah & Selangor Royal Gallery, 6/4/17
This visit was a long time in the cooker and it is due to the
enthusiasm of Elizabeth Khoo, who looks after MV Focus events,
that it finally came out of the kitchen!
Chen Poh Leng has written a very nice piece about this visit and it
has been posted in the MV Blog.
https://museumvolunteersjmm.com/2017/04/21/visit-to-selangorroyal-gallery-and-istana-alam-shah-6-apr-2017/
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Klang Heritage Walk, 8/4/17
By Marie-Andree Abt
On a nice Saturday morning, around 15 (?) MVs and some of their spouses met at the back of the
Royal Gallery in Klang. Julie Chang was waiting for us and after the paper work, she took us to a very
knowledgeable tour of the old royal city.
First we visited the Royal Gallery, then Julie
took us from a former bank (whose name I do
not remember, but is now a very famous saris
shop!) to an Indian mosque, the Klang Royal
Club decorated like a boat, then the Palace
(from outside but most of us had visited the
inside 2 days earlier), the Cathedral of Our Lady
of Lourdes. We came back by an Indian street
(Klang was mostly an Indian city at origin) to a
Hindu temple where we could watch a wedding,
then, after a visit of the oldest fire station of the
town, some of us could realise a child’s dream:
climb into a real fire truck! Finally we went and
saw Rajah Abdullah Palace (the very one who
went from Klang and actually “discovered”
Kuala Lumpur). After still a bit of paperwork, we
finished the morning in a banana leaf
restaurant.
I want to take this opportunity to thank again Julie who really impressed all of us by her knowledge
of every name, date and detail about religion and also for her enthusiasm.

The Crown Prince of Japan visits Muzium Negara, 16/4/17
Summary of Yuko Hayamizu’s email
Japan’s Crown Prince
Naruhito made an official
five-day visit to Malaysia
from 13-17 April to mark
60 years of formal
diplomatic ties between
the two countries. This is
the first official visit to
Malaysia for the Crown
Prince.
Prince Naruhito arrived
Muzium Negara at the
exact appointed time and
was warmly welcomed to
the museum. He was
followed by a huge crowd
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of his own entourage and media. Yuko Ikeda had the honour of conducting a guided tour for the
Crown Prince which lasted for 50 minutes. The Crown Prince listened with maximum politeness and
so carefully as if Yuko was telling him the most important thing in the world. The most wonderful
thing is that the Crown Prince commented that the tour gave him a deeper understanding of
Malaysian history.
Yuko concluded her tour
explaining “gotong royong”.
The Crown Prince learned
this word before he came to
Malaysia and understood it
as an important word to tie
our 2 nations, Malaysia and
Japan, together for a better
relationship and better
understanding of each
other.
Yuko said she initially
understood gotong royong
as meaning “to help each other” and she asked her Malay husband when they were cooking
together at home, “Darling, isn’t this gotong royong, non? Can we say that?” But her husband’s
answer was NO. Yuko’s husband told her (gently, of course!)
“Honey, that is “kerja bersama" (co-working). It is not the same thing as gotong royong.”
Gotong royong needs MANY people, doing something together, helping each other in various
situations beyond (and sometimes to overcome) all the differences between them.
So Yuko emphasized this is what we need between Malaysia and Japan. Beyond the differences of
culture; race; values. Because “gotong royong”, as the Crown Prince himself had noted, will be able
to make better relationship, mutual understanding, mutual development, and peace and happiness
for the whole world. “Gotong royong” is not used for person to person, but used for realizing the
TOGETHERNESS.
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More reasons not to stay at home
The Malaysian Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society – Special Event
"Searching for Ali Wallace"
a film by Jamie Curtis Hayward and June Thio
Date: 13 May (Saturday) 2017
Time: 4 p.m.
Venue: Badan Warisan Malaysia, Jalan Stonor, Kuala Lumpur
The 45-minute film documents the life of Ali Wallace, the Malay/Indonesian
collector employed by the scientist Alfred Russel Wallace (1823-1913) as his assistant between 1855
and 1862, indeed for a large part of the time the latter spent in Southeast Asia. Ali's collecting and
taxidermist skills rapidly made him indispensable to Wallace. It is believed he originally came from
Ternate in the Spice Islands, where he married and settled down following Wallace's final return to
England in 1862.
Admission to the event is free and is open to all. As places may be limited, please confirm your
attendance by telephone to MBRAS at +603-22835345 or BWM at +603-21449273, or by email at
mbrasmsb@gmail.com
For further details, see mbras.org.my

Special Exhibition at the Islamic Arts Museum

http://www.iamm.org.my/the-tatars-muslims-in-the-republic-of-poland/

New Pieces on the Blog @ museumvolunteersjmm.com
“The Toraja Burial Customs” by Marie-Andree Abt, 1/4/17
“The Tartars in Poland”, 15/4/17
“Visit to Selangor Royal Gallery & Istana Alam Shah on 6/4/17” by Chen Poh Leng, 21/4/17
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Mark this in your calendar
Date
27-Apr-17

Day
Thu

9-May-17
11-May-17
18-May-17
24-May-17
25-May-17
27-May-17
17-Jun-17
1-Jul-17
17-Jul-17
22-Jul-17
21-Aug-17

Tue
Thu
Thu
Wed
Thu
Sat
Sat
Sat
Mon
Sat
Mon

Event/Speaker
MVF: Jean Marie Metzger talk on "The Economy of Colonial Malaya 15111957"
MVJ: Prof Watanade of UM talk on "Culture & Customs of Islamic Society"
MV Committee meeting - all welcome
International Museums Day (free entry to selected museums)
School visit: SM Kg Baru
MVF: Marie-Andree Abt talk on "Orang Asli Sculptures"
Collette Hassan - Names & Titles
Collette Hassan - Malay Language Face to Face
Pot Luck Party
Talk by Henry Bong, Pucuk Rebung - Malay Textiles
Teh Tarik 2
Talk by Henry Bong, Pucuk Rebung - Peranakan Ceramics

Miscellaneous
SCHOOL VISITS: Please contact Marie Andree madreeabt@gmail.com if you would like to help with the school
visits.
BLOG: Please do contribute to our MV blog. Send your articles to Magan at magan25@gmail.com
FACEBOOK: If you like taking photos, please upload your photos of MV events to “Museum Volunteers,
Department of Museums Malaysia” Facebook.
http://museumvolunteersjmm.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Museum-Volunteers-Department-of-Museums-Malaysia
http://www.jmm.gov.my/en/museum/muzium-negara
http://www.muziumnegara.gov.my/
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